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Rewilding South Africa’s 
Great Karoo with Journeys 
With Purpose. Read more 
on pages 18-21.
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PERSPECTIVE

Dear Friends, 

This past August, Embraer celebrated 53 years 
of value-driven design, engineering excellence, 
enterprise efficiency, and customer-centric 
philosophy. Our teams are empowered to 
support your journey and address those core 
needs that enable you to aim higher. And since 
I joined Embraer in early 2017, your travels 
have evolved into a lifestyle experience that 
prioritizes a safer, healthier, greener, and more 
efficient flight.

Delivering this ultimate travel experience 
drives us to innovate. It’s what motivates us 
to push the boundaries of what’s possible 
by continuously improving our products’ 
disruptive technology, unmatched performance 
and superior comfort, bolstered by our top-
ranked, customer-centric service and support. 
Through accelerating innovation and advancing 
technology, Embraer leads the way as we create 
tomorrow’s air mobility solutions. 

As an industry that primarily depends on 
fossil fuels to operate, we understand it’s our 
responsibility to take tangible steps to lessen 
the global impact. The most significant step 
is civil aviation’s commitment to fly Net-
Zero by 2050, and we went beyond with our 
commitment to fly carbon neutral by 2040. 

We’re actively committed to environmentally 
responsible solutions that have the potential to 
make a real difference, including: 

• Introduced SAF to our headquarters in 
Melbourne, Florida 
• Committed to increasing our access to SAF in 
partnership with Raízen 
• Completed test flights utilizing 100% SAF on 
Embraer’s E2 commercial jet 
• Flew demonstration aircraft on SAF to 
industry events (including book-and-claim when 
SAF was unavailable)
• Provided Embraer Executive Care customers 
with a carbon offsetting program (25 flight 
hours) in partnership with 4AIR 
• Developed nanotube technologies to be tested 
in our aircraft 

And this is only the beginning of our journey, 
as we have a robust roadmap of work still to 
do. However, the evolving air travel ecosystem 
is surely being redefined across the industry, 
making it an exciting time for our customers, 
our shareholders and our employees. At 
Embraer, we are empowering air mobility 
through innovation to reimagine tomorrow’s 
private air travel experience. 

As always, thank you for being a valued part of 
Embraer. When you choose Embraer, it sends 
the message that innovation and sustainable 
air travel is something you care about, and that 
enables us to deliver the ultimate experience in 
business aviation.

Blue Skies (and Calm Tailwinds) Ahead!

Michael Amalfitano
President & CEO, Embraer Executive Jets

“This is only the beginning of 
our journey, as we have a robust 
roadmap of work still to do.” 



+1 321 751 5050 | embraer.com/praetor500

 LARGER JET TECHNOLOGY 
 SMALLER CARBON FOOTPRINT
The only midsize with full fly-by-wire 
and Active Turbulence Reduction
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IN CASE  
YOU MISSED IT
The latest Embraer news from around the globe  

to keep you soaring to new heights

NEWS

EMBRAER AND COLLINS AEROSPACE DEMONSTRATE ADVANCED ICE PROTECTION 
SYSTEM UTILIZING MORE ELECTRIC AIRCRAFT (MEA) TECHNOLOGY

Embraer and Collins Aerospace are 
collaborating on the development 
and testing of an innovative carbon 
nanotube electro thermal heating 
technology (CNT) for ice protection 
systems that seeks to result in more 
efficient and sustainable aircraft. The 
project recently achieved a major 
milestone by initiating a flight test 

campaign at Embraer’s Gavião Peixoto 
unit in Brazil.

The new CNT ice protection system 
solution was successfully installed on 
the vertical stabilizer and flight tested 
in Embraer’s fully functional Phenom 
300E prototype—the world’s best-
selling light jet for 10 consecutive years. 

Collins’ CNT heater and ice protection 
controller was integrated into the 
prototype aircraft before executing 
over 10 hours of ground and “dry air” 
flight tests. The first flight in December 
2021 ran successfully, smoothly 
and flawlessly, demonstrating the 
seamless integration of the CNT heater 
technology ice protection system.
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EMBRAER AND PRATT & WHITNEY  
COMPLETE 100% SAF FLIGHT TESTING 

Embraer and Pratt & Whitney have successfully tested a GTF-powered 
E195-E2 aircraft on 100% sustainable aviation fuel (SAF). The test, with one 
engine running on 100% SAF, validated that GTF engines and the E-Jets 
E2 family can fly on both engines with blends of up to 100% SAF without 
any compromise to safety or performance. The aircraft completed two days 
of ground tests at Fort Lauderdale International Airport, culminating in a 
70-minute flight test at Vero Beach Regional Airport in Florida.

All Pratt & Whitney engines and Embraer aircraft are currently certified 
to operate with SAF blended up to 50% with standard Jet A/A1 kerosene, 
according to ASTM International specifications. Future specifications will 
enable blends of up to 100% SAF to maximize the emissions reduction 
potential of using fuel derived from sustainable, non-fossil-based feedstocks.

EMBRAER, RAÍZEN 
PARTNERSHIP STIMULATES 
PRODUCTION OF SAF

Both Embraer and Raízen signed a 
Letter of Intent at the Farnborough 
International Airshow in July with 
a commitment to stimulate the 
development of the sustainable aviation 
fuel (SAF) production ecosystem, 
reinforcing the sustainability agenda 
of both companies. Among all 
intentions, Embraer will become the 
first aircraft manufacturer to use SAF, 
which may be distributed by Raízen, a 
global leader in bioenergy. 

“SAF plays a key role in reducing 
aviation emissions in the short 
and medium term. Therefore, this 
agreement aims to stimulate the 
growth and sustainability of the value 
chain as a whole,” said Carlos Alberto 
Griner, Vice President of People, ESG 
and Communications at Embraer.

This initiative benefits the air transport 
industry worldwide, and the use of this 
technology is a fundamental part of 
Embraer’s strategy to neutralize the 
carbon footprint of its operations by 
2040 as more than 60% of emissions 
in the company’s operations (scope 1) 
arise from the use of aviation fuel in 
tests and production flights. 

EMBRAER INAUGURATES SOROCABA SERVICES CENTER EXPANSION

This past June, Embraer inaugurated new hangars 
at the Sorocaba Service Center in the São Paulo 
countryside, doubling its useful area from five to 
10 acres. The unit, which completed eight years of 
operation in March 2022, now has four hangars, 
three of which are dedicated to maintenance, repair 
and component overhaul (MRO) services and one to 
support Fixed-based Operator (FBO) operations.

“There is consistent growth in the executive aviation 
segment in Brazil, and we see great opportunities for 
the service sector in the coming years, aligned with 
our growth plans for both the Services & Support 
business unit and Embraer itself,” said Johann Bordais, 
President, and CEO of Embraer Services & Support. 
“This investment reaffirms Embraer’s commitment to 
serving its customers more comprehensively and with 
even better support.”
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Set out on a life-altering safari to 
discover abundant wildlife, rich 
culture, ultra-luxury lodges and 
the wild beauty of Botswana. 
Read more on pages 10-15.
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THE WILDS 
OF AFRICA 
Botswana’s diverse landscapes, 
rich heritage and prolific wildlife 
entices adventurous first timers and 
safari traditionalists on a journey to 
discover an ancient desert, vast salt 
pans and one of the last exisiting 
wetland wilderness areas on Earth

Few places can elicit the feeling of being in the wilds of 
Africa—an inimitable sensation one must encounter 
to understand. With rolling savannas, deserts, forests, 

and waterways, a safari through the wilds of Botswana 
reveals an immersive experience that will leave visitors 
longing for more. “Guests are seeking out restorative 
safaris that make a positive impact on conservation 
and communities, as well as intimate and authentic 
experiences that can be life-changing,” said Hadley Allen, 
Chief Commercial Officer at Wilderness Safaris. With a 
plethora of ultra-luxury lodge stays, specialist safaris, 
starlit sleepouts, conservation, and meaningful cultural 
exchange, Botswana truly is Africa’s diamond.

The spectacular creation of the Okavango Delta is renewed 
each year by the life-giving floodwaters flowing from 
the Planalto Highlands of Angola. Fed by heavy annual 
rainfall, the mighty Kavango River fills and flows over 
990 miles southeast, where it reaches Botswana’s ancient 
Kalahari Desert around April each year. Here, covering 
over 5,800 square miles, an alluvial fan creates the 
world’s largest inland delta, beckoning safari enthusiasts 
to discover a paradise of endless channels, floodplains, 
lagoons, and islands. 

“There is, quite simply, nowhere else like it,” noted Andrew 
Bridge, Head of Marketing at African Bush Camps, an 
owner-run safari company, specializing in extraordinary 
wildlife experiences. Nearly 40% of the country comprises 
national parks, wildlife management areas and private 
game reserves, allowing enormous herds of animals to 
roam freely across the contrasting landscape and follow 
ancient evolutionary tracks visible from the air. Protected 
for over 60 years, Moremi Game Reserve covers almost 
one-third of the Delta, surrounded by private concessions 
and reserves leased from local communities and managed 
by safari outfitters.
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The spectacular creation 
of the Okavango Delta is 
renewed each year by the 
life-giving floodwaters 
flowing from the Planalto 
Highlands of Angola 
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UNCHARTED

KHWAI LEADWOOD, KHWAI COMMUNITY 
CONCESSION

To begin your wilderness pursuit, board a 30-minute 
scenic flight from Maun flying northeast over the fringes 
of the Okavango Delta to find Khwai Leadwood. Set on 
the papyrus-strewn banks of the Khwai River, African 
Bush Camps’ newest luxury offering in Botswana exists 
in equilibrium with the water, land, wildlife, and people, 
promising a life-enriching safari. “Safaris are a perfect 
opportunity to disconnect from the stresses of everyday 
life and simply to soak up the majestic wildlife and 
surroundings,” explained Bridge. Extending over 700 
square miles, the Khwai Community Concession is run 
on behalf of the Khwai Village and encompasses some of 
the richest wilderness areas in Botswana. “We operate in 
a fragile ecosystem and therefore the camp is run with the 
lightest ecological footprint possible,” said Bridge.

Khwai Leadwood’s contemporary take on a classic-style 
camp features six tents and one family unit, each with 
an outdoor shower and lounge nestled under a canopy of 
leadwood trees. Inside, woven baskets and ebonized timber 
furniture give the distinctly African camp a true sense of 
place in the wild. Embark on a sunrise and sunset game 
drive through the concession to discover over 500 species 
of birds and an abundance of wildlife—elephant, buffalo, 
zebra, lion, leopard, cheetah, wild dog, giraffe, eland, 
sable, hippo, and hyena. In the heat of the day, guests 
can luxuriate in the serene ambiance of the lodge while 
sipping Okavango gin and tonics by the glistening pool. 
For an exhilarating perspective, jump aboard a helicopter 
for a soaring sky safari to explore the vast reaches of the 
Delta where wallowing hippos, large herds of elephants 
and scattering lechwe pepper the amber-hued waterways.

For a rare glimpse at the wild from the water, take to 
the pristine channels of the Okavango Delta for a slower 
safari. Pole through masses of flowering water lilies in 
absolute peace and silently glide closer to endangered 
kaleidoscope-colored birds, drinking elephants and troops 
of bathing baboons. Traditionally, mokoros were hand 
carved from the enormous trunks of ebony and sausage 
trees and used for transport and fishing on the Delta. 
At nightfall, meander back to camp and pause for an 
astrology lesson under the diamond-dusted African sky. 
African Bush Camps recently pioneered a Female Guide 
Project to upskill local women with accredited safari guide 
training at the camp. “By hiring locals exclusively, we 
empower communities. No one knows the area and wildlife 
better than those raised in Botswana,” noted Bridge.

EMBRAER TIP
The fastest and longest-ranged single-

pilot business jet in production—the 
Phenom 300E—will get you to Botswana 

from Cape Town in a little over two 
hours. 

Top: While exploring the 
community-run Khwai 
Concession, guests can 
set off on a game drive, 
walking safari or peaceful 
mokoro ride to discover 
the Okavango Delta

Bottom: In the heat of 
the day, guests at Khwai 
Leadwood can luxuriate 
in the serene ambiance 
of the lodge with a gin 
and tonic while spotting 
passing wildlife
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TULUDI, KHWAI PRIVATE RESERVE

Tuludi is located within Khwai Private Reserve, on the 
north-eastern fringes of the Okavango Delta, with Moremi 
Game Reserve to the south and Chobe National Park to 
the east, in an area characterized by floodplains, savanna 
and woodlands. Tuludi—a Tswana word used to describe 
the color of a leopard—boasts six tents and one family 
suite, replete with heavenly bush baths and outdoor rain 
showers, and a private pool set amongst apple leaf trees. 
The luxurious tents sit above ground, with great canvas 
sides that simply roll away to take in the sights and 
sounds of the bush. The main camp connects by a series 
of elevated boardwalks, allowing roaming animals to pass 
freely under the wooden structure without impeding their 
ancient natural paths. Designed by Tracy Kelly, Tuludi 
references the area’s distinct flora and fauna with splashes 
of color, paired with floating nest chairs, a recycled glass 
bar and original artworks throughout. Perched high above 
camp is Tuludi’s library, where guests can savor afternoon 
aperitifs and spot passing game in the glow of the African 
sun.

For a night under the stars, reserve Tuludi’s only Sky 
Suite, a wildly romantic sleepout for two nestled on the 
banks of a hippo pool. Available from March to November, 
the lantern-lit hideaway in the bush features an outdoor 
bathroom, hot shower and a cozy king-sized bed swathed 
under mosquito netting. Sit by a smoldering fire and 
stargaze all night as distant lion calls and echoes of 
hyenas rock you into a blissful slumber. At sunrise, wake 
to coffee and breakfast before scouring sandy tracks for 
spoor (footprints) and chance encounters with lions or 
leopards.

Left: Traditionally, mokoros 
were hand carved from the 
enormous trunks of ebony 
and sausage trees and 
used for transport and 
fishing on the Delta

Below (top): Tuludi’s 
sophisticated interiors 
reference contemporary 
safari styling and 
showcase original 
artworks throughout

Below (bottom): For a 
night under the stars, 
Tuludi’s only Sky Suite is a 
wildly romantic sleepout 
for two nestled on the 
banks of a hippo pool
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UNCHARTED

SAN CAMP, MAKGADIKGADI SALT PANS

Deep in the Kalahari Desert is Ntwetwe Pan, the third 
largest salt pan in the world, covering more than 11,600 
square miles near Makgadikgadi Pans National Park. 
Easily reached by road and air, the ancient lake is home 
to the second largest migration, after the Serengeti, 
with hundreds and thousands of wildebeest and zebra 
descending in search of fertile grazing. For centuries, 
elephants have traversed the country by memory, 
depositing palm fruit that grows into towering palms 
scattered across the sparse savanna. Despite its stark 
appearance, the salt pans transform each year into great 
soda lakes as flocks of lesser and greater flamingos 
journey from Namibia’s Atlantic Coast and East Africa to 
nest, painting the horizon with dots of pink and white.

From a distance, the white Meru-style tents of San 
Camp beckon arriving guests along a single sandy track 
in a mirage that’s just as dreamy up close. San Camp is 
impossibly romantic, with just seven billowing tents 
dispersed along the pan’s edges. Grand four-poster beds, 
antiques and artifacts, copper-accented bathrooms, 
Persian rugs and rich mahogany furniture set the scene 
for a nomadic desert escape of a bygone era. Discreetly 
powered by solar, San Camp’s otherworldly landscape 
and closeness to nature bring into focus an authentic 
African safari. When you’re not traversing the salt-crusted 
pans, opt for a meerkat encounter, a yoga session in 
the dreamy meditation pavilion or browse the camp’s  
collection from the Natural History Museum for an 
intriguing look into Botswana’s past. 

“Apart from wildlife, what you find in its natural habitat is 
the culture, people and food—this is the essence and spirit 
of Botswana,” described Gorapetswe Nonofo Lebang, 
Botswana’s Ambassador for the African Tourism Board. 
To really grasp Botswana’s soul, walk with the Kalahari’s 
Zu/’hoasi Bushmen for a rare insight into the fascinating 
and ancient culture of Africa’s (and possibly the world’s) 
first people—an experience central to the mission of local 
travel outfitter Natural Selection to preserve the Batswana 
culture and share their traditions with the world. 

LITTLE MOMBO, CHIEF’S ISLAND

Wilderness Safaris partners with Wilderness Air to charter 
guests between Botswana’s most exclusive and remote 
destinations, inaccessible by road. Nestled on Chief ’s 
Island in the heart of the Okavango Delta, Little Mombo 
is delightfully intimate. With just four tented suites, the 
tranquil setting creates an ideal hideaway for an ultra-
luxury honeymoon or reuniting with loved ones. Fresh 
from a recent rebuild, Little Mombo exists in a true garden  
of Eden, with a profusion of game and sprays of wildflowers 
at every turn. Designed in homage to its magnificent 
surrounds, the tents rest gently on the floodplain, with 
leisurely lounges inside and out, a cloud-like king bed, 
a grand bathroom, and a lavish bar. Drift between your 

“ Apart from wildlife, what you 
find in its natural habitat is the 
culture, people and food—this 
is the essence and spirit of 
Botswana.” 
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private pool and sun-dappled cabana, cocktail 
in hand, as elephants calmly rumble past and 
vervet monkeys play in a tangle of jackalberry 
trees. Grab your in-room Olympus camera set 
and take off on a thrilling sunset game drive or 
dedicate a morning to wellness with a day spa 
treatment set in nature. Little Mombo’s Earth-
to-table menu highlights sustainable plant-
based ingredients and tempts guests with 
traditional beef seswaa and magwenya donuts 
with Amarula ice cream.

SAVUTI CAMP, LINYANTI WILDLIFE 
RESERVE

Linyanti Wildlife Reserve, adjacent to Chobe 
National Park, is home to Africa’s largest 
population of elephants. Boasting nearly 
27 miles of exclusive access to the Savuti 
Channel, Wilderness Safaris’ Savuti Camp is 
accessible year-round with a diverse landscape 
that changes from marsh habitat to lush 
mopane woodlands. In years of plentiful rain, 
the channel holds water throughout the dry 
season, attracting large herds of buffalo, zebra 
and predator species to its banks. “We offer 
restorative and immersive experiences that 
not only present exciting wildlife encounters 
and superlative local hospitality but also give 

back to our planet and empower our people,” 
explained Allen. As custodians of the African 
wilderness for the past 40 years, Wilderness 
Safaris is committed to reducing its envi-
ronmental impact. “By using our high-end, 
low volume conservation tourism model and 
crafting life-changing journeys for our guests, 
we have helped conserve 5.7 million acres of 
precious intact ecosystems and biodiversity,” 
she added. 

With an authentic African atmosphere, iconic 
wildlife species and all-inclusive land-based 
activities, Savuti Camp is a quintessential 
family safari experience. Don’t miss the chance 
to learn Tswana from local guides or take a 
traditional basket weaving lesson at camp. 
For young eco-enthusiasts, Wilderness Safaris’ 
Bush Buddies program keeps curious children 
safe and entertained with interactive bush 
expeditions and illustrated field guide packs. 

In a country that prizes diamonds as its 
most valuable commodity, a journey through 
Botswana’s compelling wilderness reveals 
that the true treasure of Botswana lies in the 
peaceful symbiosis of its people, the richness 
of its culture and abundance of wildlife. 

Left (top): To really grasp 
Botswana’s soul, walk with 
the Kalahari’s Zu/ ’hoasi 
Bushmen for a rare insight 
into the fascinating and 
ancient local culture

Left (bottom): Close to 
San Camp, guests can 
sit on the salt pans as 
the sun sets, and watch 
the planetarium of stars 
unfold 

Above: With just four 
suites tucked away  
under the trees and 
overlooking a game-rich 
floodplain, Little Mombo  
is delightfully intimate
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EXPEDITIONS

TRAVEL GEMS 
 
 

Advantage curated a selection of truly immersive travel 
pursuits where unparalleled luxury and unspoiled 

nature coexist to reveal meaningful shared experiences 
in the most distinct places on Earth

SINGITA SPLENDOR

Scattered amongst towering euphorbia trees, Singita 
Lebombo Lodge rests on a forested cliffside, gently presiding 
over the N’wanetsi River in Kruger National Park. Here, 15 
nested suites shrouded in privacy await discerning safari 
enthusiasts with a penchant for bold bushveld luxury. 
Outside, a swath of white linen cocoons a bed under the stars 
for adventure seekers, while inside, meditative spaces offer 
respite after a day of safari splendor. Days can be whiled away 
in Lebombo’s tranquil wellness area before drifting between 
the pools, wine studio, library, rooftop terrace, boutique 
and gallery space. The newly opened art gallery at Singita 
Lebombo Lodge showcases emerging artists from Southern 
Africa, with a portion of proceeds donated to Singita 

Lowveld Trust for enterprise development projects. Setting 
out on daily sunrise and sunset game drives with specialist 
trackers and guides reveal close encounters and breathtaking 
moments in nature, further immersing guests into the wilds 
of Africa. Those willing, a walking safari to see South Africa’s 
treasured white rhino offers a transformative experience 
with a creature close to extinction. Nights at Lebombo Lodge 
are starlit spectacles, delighting epicures with fine dining, 
while cultural evenings in the boma echo the spirit of Africa 
with traditional singing and dancing by the fire. In the 
sanctuary of Singita’s private concession, where the wildlife 
and birdlife are plenteous, falling asleep to the sound of lions 
truly is the hallmark of paradise. singita.com 
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REJUVENATE IN BHUTAN 

Reopening this September, Bhutan entices world 
travelers to explore the land of the thunder dragon 
with renewed enlightenment. Travel through verdant 
Himalayan valleys to discover Gangtey Lodge, a 
luxury 12-suite retreat focusing on cultural, spiritual 
and wellness experiences in nature. With the allure 
of a relaxation massage on arrival, guests can look 
forward to wandering ancient villages, hiking or 
biking through pristine mountain trails, games on 
the lawn, and epicurean picnics in the meadows. 
To pursue wellness, try Shinrin-Yoku amongst 
blue fir trees or seek spirituality by visiting ancient 
Monasteries and partaking in a Lung Dhar prayer 
flag raising ceremony—said to bring happiness, long 
life, prosperity, and luck. gangteylodge.com

ISLAND FLAVORS

Gourmands with an appreciation for chic island escapes, will 
delight in discovering One&Only Le Saint Géran, situated on 
Mauritius’ pristine Belle Mare shoreline amongst volcanos and 
rainforests. From October 22 until March 23, Le Saint Géran’s 
signature restaurant will transform to host La Dame de Pic 
at Prime, an exclusive culinary pop-up experience helmed by 
nine-time Michelin-starred Chef Anne-Sophie Pic—the world’s 
most decorated female chef. Enhanced by curated cocktail 
and wine pairings and bursting with locally sourced flavors of 
hibiscus, coconut and hearts of palm, La Dame de Pic at Prime 
fuses Chef Pic’s iconic dishes with an island twist, served up 
on the shores of Mauritius. oneandonlyresorts.com

CELEBRATIONS ON ICE 

White Desert unveils a trio of new itineraries 
with privileged access to the world’s seventh 
continent. With one, five or seven-day journeys, 
guests will depart Cape Town on board a private 
jet for the moonscape of Antarctica. Opening 
in November 2022 is White Desert’s newest eco 
camp, Echo, offering out-of-this-world luxury 
with six futuristic sky pods set amongst pitted 
rocks and endless icescapes with 24 hours of 
sunshine. Those seeking to celebrate a milestone 
in the most extraordinary setting imaginable can 
jet off with White Desert’s “The Happiest Day,” a 
one-day experience for up to 12 people, landing 
in Antarctica to cut wedding cake, explore ice 
tunnels, dine on ice or pop champagne. 
white-desert.com
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FUTURE OF TRAVEL

Far from predicting the world’s end, 
conservation and environmental experts 
are directing their focus to the art of 

what’s possible. While modern civilization 
has perfected the built environment with 
comfort and luxury, the urban green spaces 
we call nature aren’t so natural. Most species 
are excluded from these areas, making them 
aesthetically attractive but ultimately un-
balanced. 

“Rewilding,” a term coined in the '90s, attempts 
to restore that balance at scale and positively 
enable the delicate systems that help mitigate 
global warming by removing CO2 from Earth’s 
atmosphere. Slightly different from traditional 
conservation, which protects existing land-
scapes from further encroachment, rewilding 
seeks to restore lost and degraded habitats to 
rebuild our defenses against climate change.

Over the last decade, Rewilding Europe has 
led massive efforts toward restoring natural 
landscapes. Last year, they tapped media 
maverick, rewilding evangelist and Zoologist 
Duncan Gossart to develop and organize im-
mersive, expert-led, low-impact experiences 

across various rewilding landscapes in Europe 
under Rewilding Europe Travel. Launched 
this summer, travelers can now experience 
some of Europe’s finest nature while learning 
and contributing to rewilding initiatives 
and supporting local communities. Both 
genteel and wild, like the British countryside 
of his youth, Grossart’s holistic rewilding 
perspective focuses on the importance of 
healthy terrestrial and marine ecosystems 
for our planetary life systems. “It’s more than 
just somewhere nice to go on the weekend or 
a place to have your sandwiches at lunchtime. 
I think people are beginning to recognize the 
significance of nature as the supporting pillar 
in the world around us.” 

Also the Founder of Journeys With Purpose, 
Grossart and his team have created itineraries 
hosted by global conservation leaders designed 
to celebrate and champion the advancement 
of rewilding projects. Their global curriculum 
of itineraries model the “Seven Worlds, One 
Planet” approach and features a series of 
fixed-date departures spanning the seven 
continents. 

NATURE  
WITHOUT BORDERS 
Nature-based tourism is becoming a force for good by 
allowing travelers to engage with ambitious conservation 
projects across the globe

Above: Founded by Duncan 
Grossart, Journeys With 
Purpose is based on a 
“Seven Worlds, One Planet” 
approach and features 
a series of departures 
spanning the seven 
continents

Right page (top): Journeys 
With Purpose creates 
itineraries hosted by world-
renowned leaders, designed 
to celebrate and champion 
the advancement of 
rewilding projects

Right page (bottom): 
Kristine Tompkins is revered 
for her environmental 
leadership, fostering 
conservation initiatives in 
both Chile and Argentina
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Kristine Tompkins, the former CEO of Patagonia, and her 
late husband, Douglas Tompkins, have restored almost 
two million acres of protected land in Argentina’s Iberá 
wetlands. As home to over 30% of the country’s biodiversity 
with roughly 4,000 species of plants and animals, it 
is one of the greatest conservation success stories of 
all time. This past September, Journeys With Purpose 
participants received a multi-day tour through the area 
with Tompkins and her team of experts as personal guides. 
Accommodations included a stay at Rincón del Socorro, 
a century-old farmhouse lodge personally restored by the 
Tompkins and set on a 148-acre private reserve in the heart 
of the Iberá wetlands. Moreover, guests were enlightened 
about other projects in the works and local success stories, 
such as the reintroduction of the jaguar, which had been 
absent from the area for the last 70 years. 

Whether planned or bespoke itineraries for individuals, 
private families or groups, Grossart’s mission for both 
companies is to allow more people to engage with and 
contribute to the valuable work of nature restoration 
and rewilding. “By experiencing these remarkable 
achievements of harmonizing nature and communities, 
we can be inspired to protect, conserve and restore our 
natural world, and safeguard our own future,” he said.

Another group dedicated to bridging the gap between 
nature and community is the Tasmanian Walking 
Company (TWC), a leading eco-tourism operator offering  
multi-day guided walks for over 30 years. After the 
2020 Australian bushfires destroyed large portions 
of terrain and wildlife, they created the Tasmanian 
Walking Company Foundation (TWCF) to play a more 
prominent role in the recovery of threatened ecosystems 
by supporting education, training and investing in wildlife 
programs.  

“By experiencing these remarkable 
achievements of harmonizing 
nature and communities, we can 
be inspired to protect, conserve 
and restore our natural world, 
and safeguard our own future.” 
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FUTURE OF TRAVEL

Although their goal is to raise AUD 1 million, existing 
funds have already supported the largest wildlife and 
landscape regeneration program in Australia’s history—
WWF Regenerate Australia. This initiative aims to 
rehabilitate and restore the 47 million acres of wildlife 
habitats impacted by the 2019-20 bushfires and future-
proof Australia against climate disasters.

So far, they have supported over a dozen projects, 
including installing vegetable garden beds for impacted 
families, distributing 400 wildlife food and water feeders 
across affected areas, collecting over 300,000 seeds 
for the Tasmanian Seedbank, and contributing to the 
development of indigenous cultural fire management.

Together with WWF-Australia, TWCs “Walk for Wild” 
fundraising events educate walkers on the importance 
of wilderness conservation and offer a chance to restore 
and revitalize the decimated areas for future generations. 
Participants will experience Australia’s breathtaking 
wilderness areas and see 100% of their donations go to 
support projects that have a genuine and tangible impact.

When it comes to rewilding the oceans, the Maldives atolls 
have long been a place that inspires images of pristine 
waters and colorful sea life. And yet, as the country’s most 
lucrative industry, tourism is both a boon and a threat as 
development continues, and the overfishing of reef fish 
for tourist consumption goes unchecked. 

Above: The Tasmanian 
Walking Company 
Foundation will help 
rehabilitate and restore 
the 47 million acres of 
wildlife habitats impacted 
by the 2019-20 bushfires

Left: Guests joining the 
“Walk for Wild” event 
series are encouraged to 
raise their own funds in 
support of WWF-Australia

Right: The Laamaseelu 
Masveriyaa program 
ensures that fishers 
only catch mature-sized 
resilient species using 
non-destructive methods 
in permitted areas
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EMBRAER TIP
Extend your domain. The Praetor 600 

embodies the pinnacle of comfort 
and performance on intercontinental 

missions, providing more access to more 
destinations including the Maldives.

In 2020, Six Senses Laamu, a Maldivian resort with a 
strong focus on wellness and sustainability, responded 
by partnering with Blue Marine Foundation and locally 
based NGO Maldives Resilient Reefs. Together, they 
devised an evidence-based fishing code of conduct 
that resorts and local fishers could agree to follow. The 
Laamaseelu Masveriyaa program ensures that fishers only 
catch mature-sized resilient species using non-destructive 
methods in permitted areas. According to the Blue Marine 
Foundation and Maldives Resilient Reefs: “The fishers will 
be required to complete an educational course comprising 
five sustainable fishing modules. From this course, fishers 
will develop an in-depth understanding of the tangible 
benefits of sustainable fishing and why this is important 
to preserve ocean resources for future generations.” 

Located on a Mission Blue Hope Spot in the Laamu 
Atoll, guests are presented with multiple experiences to 
illuminate their unique surroundings and inspire more 
sustainable lifestyles. The Maldives Underwater Initiative 
(MUI) is an award-winning marine conservation initiative 
based at Six Senses Laamu. The MUI team dedicates a lot 
of time to guest education and the work of Blue Marine 
Foundation in building sustainable coral reef fisheries in 
the Maldives. The Blue Marine Foundation team has also 
developed a citizen science program to engage guests on 
fisheries data collection and the importance of sustainable 
fishing.

Regenerative tourism has the potential to have a 
transformative impact in the Maldives. The team at 
Blue Marine Foundation firmly believes that developing 
tourism industries interested in sustainable, inclusive 
sourcing would improve the resilience of ecosystems and 
positively contribute to ensuring livelihoods and resource 
security within the Maldives island communities and 
other areas around the world. 

REWILDING JOURNEYS FOR 2023

Journeys With Purpose
In 2023, Journeys With Purpose will launch a series of 
remarkable conservation travel experiences with the unique 
opportunity for guests to participate in ambitious rewilding 
projects across the world. Beginning in March 2023, travelers 
can join a mother-daughter team who have regenerated 
67,000 acres of wilderness in South Africa’s Great Karoo. 
From the comfort of your luxury lodge, engage firsthand with 
species reintroduction programs for lions, elephants and 
cheetahs alongside leading wildlife biologists and scientists. 
journeyswithpurpose.org

Rewilding Europe Travel
Inspiring travelers to join the nature-based tourism 
movement, Rewilding Europe Travel has designed small group 
itineraries for 2023 and beyond, showcasing an eight-day 
itinerary to discover rewilding landscapes, national parks 
and UNESCO World Heritage sites in Portugal’s greater 
Côa Valley; rewilding nature corridors in Italy where wolf, 
Marsican bear and Apennine Chamois live; or learning about 
the flagship Rewilding Europe and WWF Bison reintroduction 
initiative in the Carpathian Mountains of Romania—an 
adventure where nature and community come together in an 
incredibly successful project. rewildingeuropetravel.com

TWCs “Walk for Wild”
Tasmanian Walking Co., in partnership with WWF, seeks to 
regenerate Australia, inviting guests to join expert wildlife 
guides on a host of scenic trails through Tasmania’s Bay 
of Fires, Cradle Mountain and Victoria’s Twelve Apostles 
Lodge Walk. As one of Australia’s most trusted conservation 
organizations, every walk supports WWF-Australia to restore 
wildlife and habitats, rejuvenate communities impacted by 
the bushfires and boost sustainable agriculture. 
taswalkingco.com.au/wwf-walk-for-wild

Blue Marine Foundation
Blue Marine Foundation is an ocean conservation charity 
aiming to restore the ocean to health by addressing 
overfishing, one of the world’s biggest environmental 
problems. The U.K.-based charity is dedicated to creating 
marine reserves, restoring vital habitats and establishing 
models of sustainable fishing. Its mission is to see 30% 
of the world’s oceans under effective protection by 2030. 
bluemarinefoundation.com
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ESCAPE

Traveling in the Galápagos often feels like you’ve 
been dropped into a National Geographic nature 
documentary. Isolated in the Pacific Ocean, roughly 

600 miles off the coast of Ecuador, the volcanic archipelago 
has some of the highest levels of endemism on the planet. 
Thirteen major islands and their surrounding waters are 
UNESCO protected, giving rise to a diversity of wildlife 
that thrives with very little interference.

“Thanks to such strong conservation efforts, animals in 
the Galápagos don’t fear humans,” said Daniela Iglesias, 
one of Aqua Mare’s crew of knowledgeable naturalist 
guides. “As a result, it’s one of the few places on Earth 
where you can have up-close encounters with wildlife.”

So close, in fact, you can hear the slurp of a nursing seal lion 
pup, see the serrated teeth of a marine iguana as it scrapes 
algae from an underwater rock, and float alongside a giant 
manta ray as it flaps its 10-foot wings with the grace of 
a ballerina. “Since competition for food is low and there 
aren’t too many natural predators, there’s a real sense of 
harmony among the wildlife here,” Iglesias added. Unless 
of course, you’re witnessing survival of the fittest at play 
as a Galápagos hawk circles above just-born oystercatcher 
chicks in pursuit of its next meal or a flightless cormorant 
torpedoing through the sea’s surface to snap up a salema 
fish from a glinting silver school.

Each destination in the Galápagos brings travelers face 
to face with an abundance of species living, feeding and 
breeding in their natural habitat. “The thrills never stop 
on our seven and 14-day itineraries to the east and west 
islands,” said Francesco Galli Zugaro, Founder and CEO 
of Aqua Expeditions and Owner of Aqua Mare. Clocking 
in at 164 feet from bow to stern, the CRN-built ship’s agile 
size and stabilizers allow it to comfortably cover more 

NATURAL 
SELECTION

 
Follow in Darwin’s footsteps on 
Aqua Mare, the first superyacht 

purpose-built for expeditions in the 
Galápagos Islands
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The Galápagos Islands 
were created as a result 
of centuries of volcanic 
eruptions caused by the 
gradual movement of the 
Nazca tectonic plate
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ESCAPE

EMBRAER TIP
Arrive at the Galápagos from Quito, 

Ecuador aboard your Phenom 100EV 
with four passengers—boasting 
unparalleled performance and 

turboprop-grade efficiency.

ground than larger vessels, while fewer people and a high 
staff-to-guest ratio mean more time for excursions and 
bespoke pampering. Two military-grade rib tenders, each 
manned by a naturalist guide, captain and deckhand, take 
a maximum of eight travelers on three activities per day, 
including morning nature walks, daily snorkel adventures, 
kayak and stand-up paddle expeditions, mountain hikes, 
and safari-style boat rides.

“During the dry season from June to November, Pacific 
undercurrents like the Humboldt and Cromwell bring 
a wealth of nutrients, so there’s more feeding activity in 
the water,” noted Iglesias. Colder waters can also result 
in greater visibility, bringing the nonstop parade of 
marine life into clearer focus. Scene-stealers include two-
hundred-pound sea turtles chomping on leafy algae from 
the sea bed, Galápagos penguins darting after sardines 
like ballistic missiles, and a raft of acrobatic sea lions 
somersaulting an arm’s length away. Guests have access 
to an extensive selection of top-quality snorkel gear, from 
full-length wetsuits (a rarity on most vessels) to diving 
hoods and neoprene boots to stay warm underwater.

On land, the biodiversity is no less impressive. Great 
frigate birds perform show-stopping mating rituals with 
ballooning red chests and boisterous song and dance. 
Flocks of blue-footed boobies feed a new generation 
of fluffy chicks. Waved albatrosses clack beaks in an 
elaborate courtship dance. Darwin’s finches warble from 
palo santo trees. And quarter-ton tortoises lounge like 
placid retirees in the equatorial sun.

Left: Each island offers a 
unique landscape from 
mountainous terrains 
scattered with shield 
volcanoes and lava fields 
to white-sand beaches 
with clear waters teeming 
with marine life

Below: A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, the 
Galápagos is the largest 
marine biosphere reserve 
in the world, with over 
20% of its aquatic species
found nowhere else on 
Earth

IM
A

G
E

S
 C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 A

qu
a 

E
xp

ed
it

io
ns

 /
 a

qu
ae

xp
ed

it
io

ns
.c

om



Embraer Quarterly · 25

EXPLORING THE MAINLAND

Tap outfitter Metropolitan Touring Ecuador to pair an 
at-sea itinerary with an immersive mainland adventure. 
Spend a long weekend in Quito at Casa Gangotena, 
wandering the city’s historic colonial streets, gold-leaf 
cathedrals and tasting the world’s best chocolate before 
heading to Mashpi Lodge in the cloud forest. Nature 
adventures include sky biking through the forest canopy, 
waterfall hikes and wildlife viewing within the 7,000-acre 
reserve. metropolitan-touring.com

With such a staggering array of wildlife sightings, there’s 
plenty of fodder for stimulating conversation over gourmet 
meals prepared by highly trained chefs or lounging in 
the plush living room with a full bar. Custom interiors 
are brought to life by Designer François Zuretti whose 
use of polished woods, creamy palette and sumptuous 
fabrics channel an Italian Riviera vibe. The luxe stylings 
extend to well-appointed guest rooms featuring walnut 
veneer furnishings, comfy beds and sit-down showers.  
The 861-square-foot Owner’s Suite on the main deck 
is the room to book for its port and starboard views, 
hydrotherapy shower and in-room bar, or reserve the 
lower-deck spa suite equipped with a two-person soaking 
tub and sauna. A top deck is outfitted with a hot tub, 
sun loungers and stargazing seats that bring passengers 
together for post-snorkel dips, sunset cocktails and 
impromptu dance parties in the moonlight. 

Whether traveling by private charter or with other guests, 
the intimate size of Aqua Mare makes bonding inevitable—
bringing loved ones closer together and turning a group of 
strangers who, after sharing a week of once-in-a-lifetime 
adventures, become fast friends. 

Above (left): The brown 
pelican is just one of the 
many species of endemic 
birds that call the 
Galápagos home

Above (right): Over on 
land, Aqua Mare guests 
embark on three wildlife 
excursions per day led by 
naturalist guides

Left: Setting a new 
standard for boutique 
luxury ocean expeditions, 
the seven-room Aqua Mare 
boasts the largest Owner’s 
Suite in the Galápagos
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Owners of Thanda Island, Dan 
and Christin Olofsson, are 
committed to conserving and 
rehabilitating the island’s marine 
ecosystem and empowering local 
communities through Star for 
Life. Read more on pages 42-45.
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Maya Ghazal, pioneering 
Pilot and celebrated 
Goodwill Ambassador 
for UNHCR, spoke at the 
2022 European Business 
Aviation Convention & 
Exhibition (EBACE2022)  
in Geneva, Switzerland
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What inspired your dream to 
be the first-ever Syrian refugee 
commercial pilot?
During my second year in college when 
I applied to universities, my mum 
and I stayed in a hotel at Heathrow 
Airport. I could see planes taking off 
and landing from the window of my 
room, and I was fascinated. I wanted 
to sit and watch them all day. After 
we checked out of the hotel, I asked 
my mum to go to one of the airport’s 
viewing parks so I could observe the 
planes more closely. Sitting in that 
car park, I felt a glow of happiness. I 
said, “Mum, I am going to do aviation 
engineering.” She gave me a look, then 
she laughed. I couldn’t let it go. When 
I told people that aviation fascinated 
me, they always said that I would 
never make it because I am a Syrian 
and a woman. I wondered how many 
dreams had been crushed by this kind 
of discouragement. It redoubled my 
passion. Not only did I want to study 
aviation because it fascinated me, 
but I wanted to prove people wrong. 
I wanted to be the person who bucks 
the trend. I am a female Muslim Syrian 
refugee. Many might consider this an 
unfortunate combination, but I want 
to challenge every assumption people 
may have of me. I am determined to 
contest every difficulty and stereotype 
and encourage others to do the same.

What is your role as a Goodwill 
Ambassador for the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR)?
As a UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador, I 
support the agency’s vital fundraising 
work and raise awareness through 
sharing my story and using my voice 
to advocate on behalf of all those 
around the world who, like me, have 
had to flee their homes. I advocate for 
refugee education, access to asylum 
and family reunification. I have 
spoken at many events and supported 
many campaigns, including UNHCR’s 
“Aiming Higher,” which provides 
scholarships to refugee students and 
seeks to achieve access to higher 
education for at least 15% of young 
refugee women and men by 2030. I 
am determined to expand the number 
of scholarships and enable access to 
universities for refugees who have the 
same determination as I have.

How has your work with the 
UNHCR helped your personal 
development and contributed 
to the welfare of others? What is 
your next goal in this regard?
I have been a passionate supporter of 
UNHCR since 2017, which has helped 
me personally and professionally. I 
started supporting UNHCR because I 
believe in the causes they fight for and 
the importance of raising awareness 

of refugee issues. I do it because it is 
a cause close to my heart, and I want 
to present a positive, accurate image 
of refugees. Professionally, working 
with UNHCR has helped me develop 
valuable connections and relations 
with public figures and supporters 
that could benefit my long-term 
journey. I see it as an equally beneficial 
partnership that helps create a change 
in other people’s lives. They have also 
helped me become a confident speaker.

My role as a UNHCR Goodwill 
Ambassador has allowed me to spread 
awareness among refugees forced to 
flee and those who misunderstand 
them. For those forced to flee, I believe 
my story can spread hope and show 
that everything is possible if you 
believe in yourself and your abilities. 
Regarding those who misunderstand 
refugees, I aim to spread awareness 
that a refugee is like any other 
human being, but the one difference 
to most is a big one—we have lost 
our homes, forced to seek safety in 
another country. It is a change of 
circumstances, not a change from 
human being to thing or from person 
to problem. 

My next goal as a UNHCR Goodwill 
Ambassador is to continue carrying 
the message and helping to get more 
supporters on board because we need 
people to reunite now more than ever.
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WOMAN  
ON THE RISE

 
In 2015, aged 16, Syrian refugee Maya Ghazal fled Damascus 
and started a new life in the United Kingdom under a family 
reunification scheme. Through hard work and tenacity, she 
is now studying for a degree in Aviation Engineering with 

Pilot Studies at university in London. In 2021, after four years 
of committed support, she was appointed as a Goodwill 

Ambassador for UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency.
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What perceptions of refugees 
would you like to change? How 
should people acknowledge the 
benefits that educated refugees 
can bring to business and 
contribute to GDP?
I think there are a lot of 
misunderstandings about refugees. 
Until I reached the U.K., I hadn’t 
realized how negative the connotation 
of “refugee” was. So many people don’t 
seem to realize that we are normal 
people. The only distinction between 
us and any other person is that we fled 
violence and war, ran for our lives, 
lost our homes, and sometimes people 
who we loved. We are forced to seek 
safety, ending up somewhere where 
everything is new and different—the 
language, the systems, the food—and 
we just want to fit in and do the best we 
can for our family.

Higher-level education can turn 
students into leaders. It harnesses 
the creativity, energy and idealism 
of refugee youth and young adults. It 
allows us to become the role models 
we want to be, develops our critical 
skills for decision-making, amplifies 
our voices, and has the power to enable 
rapid generational change. Refugees 
can then use this education within 
the workplace, incorporating their 
skills, drive and ambition to add and 
contribute to businesses and grow a 
country’s GDP.

The UNHCR says Syria remains 
the world’s largest displacement 
crisis. What barriers did you 
overcome to continue your 
studies in the U.K.?
When I arrived in the U.K., I was 16 and 
didn’t speak the language. I bought 
English storybooks to read daily and 
underlined the words and definitions. 
I turned on the TV with English 
subtitles and repeated the words out 
loud. I don’t have the best voice, but I 
would sing the words. I had to learn 
somehow. 

When I first applied to join schools 
in Birmingham, I was rejected from 
three as they didn’t know how to 
treat my Syrian secondary education 
certificates. They said I had no 
qualifications and could not continue 
my studies. Sometimes the rejection 
came with a sympathetic letter. 
Sometimes it was plain-spoken and 
harsh. I told them they should test me, 
test what I knew, but they were not 
willing to do so. I decided if people 
were not going to help me assimilate, 
then I would do it by myself. It took 
me several months before I found a 
school that would test me and allow 
me to enter. That time I ended up 
being out of the education system was 
devastating.

Does the university you attend 
cater to refugees’ needs in terms 
of finance and psychological 
support? Please elaborate on the 
pros and cons of how you have 
benefitted from the experience.
I’ve had a standard experience at 
university and was not treated any 
differently because I was a refugee. I 
have not had any additional help or 
funding. In the U.K., some students 
take out loans to help with university 
studies and living expenses. Luckily, 
the law is that refugees in the U.K. are 
home students paying cheaper fees 
and being able to apply for a student 
loan after a certain period has passed. 
Given that my university experience 
has been just like anyone else’s in the 
U.K., it has made me feel more like I 
belong and less like an outsider. It has 
helped me better integrate into the 
culture and made it easier to connect 
with people.

How do we broaden our thinking 
to accept that refugees’ access to 
education is everyone’s challenge 
and motivate governments to 
implement policies to facilitate 
this?

Sadly, the global refugee crisis is 
worsening, and refugee children are 
particularly affected. Education is 
the number one way to help them. 
Investing in a refugee’s education is 
a collective endeavor with collective 
rewards. It requires the involvement of 
all levels of society, particularly if we 
want to see real impact. Governments, 
businesses, educational institutions, 
NGOs, and individuals like you and 
me must unite to improve access to 
education at all levels to ensure that 
refugees have the same access as 
young people from their host country. 
UNHCR has an ambitious target for 
the next decade to ensure refugees 
achieve parity with their non-refugee 
peers in pre-primary, primary and 
secondary education and to boost 
enrolment in higher education. It’s 
a bold but absolutely achievable 
ambition if we work together. I am 
proud to play my part in helping 
UNHCR to achieve that. I am a living, 
breathing example of how refugee 
children and youth can learn, thrive 
and develop their potential in peaceful 
coexistence with each other.

As a female refugee, did you 
face any prejudice entering the 
aviation industry? What message 
of hope can you share to inspire 
other refugees, particularly 
women who may see a bleak 
future for themselves?
I applied to study aviation engineering 
despite everyone warning me that 
acceptance was unlikely. There are 
significantly fewer women in the 
sector than men. I faced many barriers, 
but I overcame each one. I would love 
these barriers to be removed, making it 
a welcoming profession for all. I want 
everyone to feel that their hard work 
will pay off the same way that mine 
has. I am now the first-ever Syrian 
refugee pilot. Anyone can do what I 
am doing and perhaps even better. You 
can change the world if you believe in 
yourself and your ability. 
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“ Higher-level education can 
turn students into leaders. It 
harnesses the creativity, energy 
and idealism of refugee youth 
and young adults. It allows us to 
become the role models we want 
to be, develops our critical skills 
for decision-making, amplifies 
our voices, and has the power 
to enable rapid generational 
change.” 

FUNDING SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR TALENTED REFUGEES
Launched in December 2020, the “Aiming 
Higher” campaign aims to create fair and 
inclusive access to higher education by 
funding scholarships for talented refugees. 
With this campaign, UNHCR’s goal is to 
give an additional 1,800 refugees access 
to higher education by 2023. UNHCR 
Refugee Scholarship Program is the longest-
running and largest standalone higher 
education program for refugees. In its 
28-year history, the program has supported 
over 18,500 young men and women to 
pursue undergraduate degrees, realize their 
potential and become vital contributors to 
their local economies. 

To learn more about how you can help 
refugees, please visit: unhcr.org/aiming-
higher-fund-scholarships-for-refugees

Above: In 2021, Ghazal 
graduated with a degree 
in Aviation Engineering 
and Pilot Studies from 
Brunel University London, 
with hopes of becoming 
an airline pilot

Below: Syrian refugee 
Ghazal was appointed a 
Goodwill Ambassador for 
UNHCR, the UN Refugee 
Agency in 2021 after 
four years of committed 
support
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RULES OF LONGEVITY
 
The Blue Zones Project aims to help communities connect with the 
secrets of centenarian longevity for enhanced well-being, improved 
health and enriched lives for all its citizens
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What is the secret to a long, happy, 
healthy life? The answer may lie in 
those that live it. Tiny, geographically 

isolated pockets of people in the mountains 
of eastern Sardinia, the beaches of Okinawa, 
the Pacific coast of Costa Rica, the Aegean 
island of Ikaria, and the little city of Loma 
Linda in California boast record numbers of 
centenarians. National Geographic Fellow 
and explorer Dan Buettner, along with Dr. 
Michel Poulain and Dr. Giovanni Mario Pes, 
researched these areas in the early 2000s and 
dubbed them “blue zones”—then set about using 
them to reverse engineer the rules of longevity.

Buettner’s first answer was a set of guidelines by 
which we might all live longer and be healthier—
the Power 9—followed by positive action: Blue 
Zones Projects aim to use the lessons learned 
from those original communities to directly 
transform the lives and social structure of U.S. 
communities. Through a three-phase program 
which assesses an area, works on its broad 
policy and concludes by optimizing the life 
radius of an individual— the area in which they 
might spend 90% of their lives—Blue Zones 

Projects are designed to encourage healthier 
and happier lifestyles and put local leaders on 
the same page as the wider community. 

“If you’re going to create real transformative 
systems and culture change, it’s near 
impossible to do it alone,” said Ben Leedle, 
CEO and Co-founder of Blue Zones Project. 
“[This] is a large-scale public and private 
collaboration. It is collective work, not a solo 
mission. It’s everyone in a community coming 
together (even, often, industry competitors) 
working towards a common goal that benefits 
everyone from the student to the neighbor to 
the economic vitality of the city to the bottom 
line of the organizations involved.”

Blue Zones Projects apply the lessons learned 
from longevity hot spots, which include 
everything from infrastructure improvements 
to healthy living, better social connectivity 
and inner peace. But they avoid the disruption 
of (and potential opposition to) completely 
overhauling the societies they’re working 
with. Leedle said these distributed tweaks  
are key to a Blue Zones Project’s effectiveness. 

Left: A designated blue 
zones region, Loma Linda 
in California is a place 
where people live as much 
as a decade longer than 
the rest of us 

Above: One unique thing 
that stands out about the 
Loma Linda region is its 
citizens’ strong sense of 
community
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“What has been shown to be true,” he said, “is that many 
small interventions over a broad population have a bigger 
impact than a hyper-focused program on a segment of the 
population.”

“Rigorous measurement is also crucial,” said Leedle, so 
that communities “know where they are and where they 
are going.” And Blue Zones Project metrics show that small 
changes do make a big impact. One of the organization’s 
earliest efforts covered several communities across the 
islands of Hawaii. Rates of adult smoking, obesity and 
depression in West Hawaii have dropped compared to the 
state average; produce consumption and youth physical 
activity has risen; and the Healthway’s Simulation Model 
suggests the community’s health risks have dropped 4.4% 
compared to Hawaii state trends leading to a saving of 
USD 2.96 million in medical and productivity costs.  

The Blue Zones Project in Corry, Pennsylvania, now three 
years in, has seen even stronger results. Metrics imply a 
15% drop in high cholesterol, a near-27% reduction in 
tobacco use and incredible results in mental health: now, 
62% of residents report that they are “thriving,” compared 
to 42% in 2019. 

Jacksonville, Florida, is home to one of the newest 
Blue Zones Projects, spearheaded by city hospitals and 
supported by the government and other businesses in 
what might be its largest scale endeavor yet. But willing 
participants are nothing without proper organization.

“The calculus of aging offers us 
two options: we can live a shorter 
life with more years of disability, 
or we can live the longest 
possible life with the fewest bad 
years. As my centenarian friends 
showed me, the choice is largely 
up to us.” 

Left: Currently, 71 
communities across North 
America have joined 
the Blue Zones Project, 
impacting more than 4.5 
million citizens

Infographic: The average 
person’s life expectancy 
could increase by 10-12 
years by adopting the blue 
zones lifestyle

Right: Research shows 
that living in walkable and 
bikeable areas is linked to 
lower cardiovascular and 
chronic disease rates
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BLUE ZONES POWER 9: CENTENARIANS 
HEALTHY LIFESTYLE HABITS
Move Naturally 
Live in an environment that encourages you to move, grow 
and maintain a garden, or drop some mechanical aids to 
housework.

Purpose 
Know why you’re waking up in the morning—a sense of 
purpose could earn you seven extra years of life.

Down Shift 
Find routines to shed the stresses of life—this can, in turn, 
reduce chronic inflammation, which is linked to age-related 
diseases.

80% rule 
Stopping 20% before you’re full can make the difference 
between weight gain and loss—eat early, eat less.

Plant Slant 
Many centenarians eat a lot of beans and keep meat 
to a minimum —around five times a month, in smaller 
portions.

Wine at 5 
Moderate drinkers outlive non-drinkers—drink between 
1-2 glasses of wine per day with friends and food.

Belong 
Centenarians tend to belong to faith-based communities—
the particular denomination doesn’t seem to matter.

Loved Ones First 
Centenarians are those who’ve kept their family close—
looking after the aged, committing to a partner, investing 
in kids.

Right Tribe 
Choose a social circle that supports healthy behaviors—
research shows that obesity, happiness and loneliness are 
contagious.

“Good design thinking is essential when you’re building 
something that is both high-impact and has high 
sustainability,” said Leedle. “In designing and building 
Blue Zones Project, we’ve leveraged both original blue 
zones research and insight with models from many 
industries that have had success.” This includes lessons 
learned from science, epidemiology, behavioral economics 
and other disciplines and, naturally, securing adequate 
funding to support that change. 

But why the focus on U.S. communities? “The model is 
flexible and can be applied almost anywhere,” noted Leedle. 
“We do see a future where we will be working globally. But 
the U.S. is also a creator and exporter of massive chronic 
diseases. Proving the model here has been incredible and 
is also critical. All the trends are working against us as we 
struggle against diseases of affluence and convenience.” 

Blue Zones Project is still relatively in its infancy. The first 
in Albert Lea, Minnesota, was launched as recently as 
2009. But their influence may one day impact us all. And 
why shouldn’t they? As Buettner put it: “The calculus of 
aging offers us two options: we can live a shorter life with 
more years of disability, or we can live the longest possible 
life with the fewest bad years. As my centenarian friends 
showed me, the choice is largely up to us.” 

To learn more about the different blue zones, see our photography 
portfolio on pages 58-63 and visit: bluezones.com

EMBRAER TIP
Looking for a quick getaway from New 
York? Board your Phenom 100EV and 

land in Corry, Pennsylvania in just over 
an hour.
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LIVING THE DREAM
Motivated by a childhood dream, entrepreneur Jonathan Spano used 
his Phenom 300 to pursue a passion project filming action sequences 
for the 2022 summer blockbuster “Top Gun: Maverick”

What inspired you to take  
flying lessons?
I was one of those kids that built gliders and 
hung model airplanes from the ceiling. I loved 
airplanes, and of course, I loved the first “Top 
Gun” movie. I grew up dreaming of flying, 
but as life went on, I convinced myself it was 
not economically feasible, so I gave up on the 
dream. 

As a teenager, I started a business with my 
brother, and many years later, we developed 
a successful company providing traffic 
management solutions. One of our notable 
projects included the now-famous 12-mile 
final journey of Space Shuttle Endeavour, 
from LAX Airport to the California Science 
Center, which took five weeks of planning and 
400 personnel to orchestrate. 

One day, our controller suggested we buy 
an aircraft. So, I went out and did a couple 
of lessons, liked it, and we bought a plane. 
In the beginning, we only had two offices in 
California, one in Sacramento and one in 
Los Angeles. I already had my private pilot’s 
license when we got our first aircraft. Since 

I was studying for my Instrument Flight 
Rules (IFR) and building time, I would often 
fly to the Sacramento office, so it became a 
fun thing to do that was also good for the 
business. 

As a successful entrepreneur and a 
pilot, what role has business aviation 
played in your company operations?
It is not uncommon for us to take off in the 
morning, fly to Denver and Chicago, and then 
fly to Detroit all in one day. Then, the next 
morning we’ll get up and go to Columbus, 
D.C., and Philadelphia. Once you start putting 
four or five executives in the aircraft, your 
cost-benefit increases tremendously because 
now you’re moving several people to all these 
locations. 

The more I grew and expanded my experience 
as a pilot, the more the Phenom 300 stood 
out, in my opinion, as the best single pilot jet 
you could get. As a pilot, it was something 
I aspired to have, which motivated me to 
expand the business. We currently have two 
Phenom 300s, and as we’ve grown, it’s been 
hugely beneficial to have access to all of our 
locations. We only had two offices when we 
started; now, we’re approaching 50 locations 
throughout the U.S. 

Can you tell us about the process of 
converting the Phenom 300 into the 
Phenom Camera Ship?
I wanted to get into the aerial cinematography 
business, so I partnered up with Fred North, 
who has extensive experience in the aerial 
cinematography space as a helicopter pilot 
and aerial coordinator. He would utilize 
my helicopter, mounting cameras on it, 
providing me with the opportunity to work for 
Hollywood, television and commercials. 
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Above: Owner of the 
Phenom Camera Ship, 
Jonathan Spano spent 
about two years in 
engineering, design and 
development to modify his 
aircraft to carry a camera 
system

Right page (top):  
The speed and the agility 
of the Phenom 300E allow 
for advanced aerial filming, 
such as diving behind an 
F-18 while filming for “Top 
Gun: Maverick” (2022)

Right page (bottom):  
The Phenom Camera Ship 
is the only FAA-certified 
civilian jet retrofitted with 
a gyrostabilized camera 
system that creates a 
unique filming experience
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About five years ago, he came to me 
and said they’re making another “Top 
Gun” in a couple of years, and the 
studio was looking at different types of 
filming platforms. He knew I had the 
Phenom 300 and suggested we look 
into what it would take to modify my 
aircraft to carry a camera system—if 
I did, there was a good chance I could 
participate in the film. 

It was an incredible opportunity but 
also stressful. I assumed all the risk 
and did the conversion of the aircraft 
with no commitment from Paramount 
Pictures that we would even get to 
participate. The process included 
rigorous safety standards and testing 
to gain full FAA certification for 
the two 300-pound camera systems 
attached to the outside of the aircraft. 
Once that was complete and we were 
approved to begin shooting, I felt 
genuinely excited. In the end, the 
risk paid off, but we spent about two 
years in engineering, design and 
development. 

What was it like filming the 
action scenes for “Top Gun: 
Maverick” and flying with the  
U.S. Navy? 
It took me back to my childhood, 
watching the first “Top Gun” and other 
similar films. It was a dream come true 
to work with the pilots, see what they 
do, and participate in that world.

I was awestruck by the skill and 
accuracy of the pilots and impressed 
with the Navy in general. As a civilian, 
you would never get within miles 
of an aircraft carrier underway, 
and the opportunity to watch an 
entire squadron of F-18s land on 
a moving carrier with zero radio 
communications was just mind 
blowing.

Which film sequences took 
advantage of the aircraft’s  
unique performance capabilities?
All of them! Nothing in that film was 
CGI. Besides the occasional explosion 
or duplicated image, everything you 
see on camera is real and filmed with 
my Phenom, a helicopter and one 
other aircraft, the Cine Jet.

While shooting, I flew with the Aerial 
Coordinator, Kevin LaRosa, a seasoned 
and experienced stunt pilot. However, 
I still had to receive training and get 
certified for acrobatic maneuvers and 
flying in formation because everything 
was done by hand. Autopilot was 
not an option, so the aircraft’s 
maneuvering, stability and hand-flying 
capabilities were critical to our ability 
to capture the sequences. We put the 
aircraft in positions you never would 
as a general aviation pilot, operating in 
canyons, tight maneuvering and doing 
high-performance climbs over peaks.

Most of the flying was done at the 
bottom end of maneuvering speeds for 
the F-18, between 250 and 300 knots. 

But we constantly pushed the limits of 
the Phenom Camera Ship, and despite 
the considerable weight and drag 
from the two exterior cameras and the 
weight of the crew, it kept pace with 
all those high-power military planes. 
I don’t know how a lesser-performing 
aircraft could have done it.

What is your favorite style of 
aerial videography, and have you 
done any other projects since 
filming the movie?
As the CEO of a company, it’s 
challenging to put in the time to 
work on these projects. “Top Gun” set 
the bar high; I love filming air-to-air 
because, as a pilot, you don’t get to fly 
in formation often, and the ability to 
capture beautiful footage of another 
aircraft is pretty exciting. I can’t do 
it all singlehandedly, so we use a few 
other pilots with the right experience. 
Ultimately, it is something I'm 
passionate about, and I love flying, so 
whenever possible, I make time.

In addition to working with the U.S. 
Navy, the aircraft’s FAA certification 
opened up many opportunities for 
where we can fly. I’ve worked with 
SpaceX, the Air Force, National 
Geographic, and NetJets, and we have 
a couple of Netflix shows coming up 
as well. Recently, my aircraft flew to 
Florida to film the Artemis rocket 
launch for NASA. 
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SUSTAINABILITY

It is now estimated that USD 44 trillion of 
economic generation (representing more 
than half of global GDP) is directly dependent 

on natural capital. Conversely, “Biodiversity is 
being lost and nature’s contributions to people 
are being degraded faster now than at any other 
point in human history,” stated Ana María 
Hernández Salgar, Chair of Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES).

Human activities such as overfishing, defo-
restation and unsustainable agricultural 
practices have altered 70% of the Earth’s lands 
from their natural state and degraded up to 
40%, threatening many species on Earth and 
putting natural capital at risk. The World Bank 
projects that biodiversity loss such as wild 
pollination, marine fisheries and timber from 
native forests could cause a USD 2.7 trillion 
loss of global GDP by 2030.

Subsequently, policymakers, businesses and  
the investment community are now in a 
race to protect and regenerate the natural 
world and the focus has extended beyond 
simple decarbonizing to the interconnected 
ecosystem service provided by biodiversity. 
“Biodiversity is an evolving hot topic for 
investors, the UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) in 2021 suggested financing 

to support biodiversity be raised to at least 
USD 200 billion annually by 2030, and looks 
to redirect, reallocate, reform or eliminate 
incentives harmful for biodiversity to the tune 
of around USD 500 billion or more per year,” 
shared Sandy Jayaraj, CEO of Curation Corp.

A study by the IPBES recently noted that the 
planet’s unprecedented natural decline and 
accelerating species extinction rate requires 
urgent and global action and warns of a grave 
impact on human life. “Halting the loss of 
nature requires a shift away from prioritizing 
short-term material gains,” the landmark 
report stated. The summary, approved by 139 
countries, suggests that understanding and 
quantifying nature’s value is crucial to shifting 
decision-making and transforming policies 
that will help address the biodiversity crisis. 

The Earth’s natural services—on which all life 
depends—have historically been considered  
business externalities. Through mechanisms 
such as the mandatory financial disclosures 
in Environment, Social and Governance 
(ESG), that approach is shifting, and the 
interdependent risks of economic and envi-
ronmental resilience are in the spotlight. 
Currently, 36% of all professionally managed 
assets globally—USD 35.3 trillion—are in 
sustainable investments.
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INVESTING IN  
BIODIVERSITY

 
Understanding the true value of nature is 
key to addressing the global biodiversity 
crisis and restoring healthy ecosystems 
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Human activities such as 
overfishing, deforestation and 
unsustainable agricultural 
practices have altered 70% of 
the Earth’s lands from their 
natural state
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SUSTAINABILITY

In 2020, almost 700 companies reported to Carbon 
Disclosure Project (CDP) their impacts on deforestation,  
a key driver of biodiversity loss, with 93% of reporting 
firms taking industry-specific steps to address defo-
restation. Furthermore, CDP recently announced it would 
expand its disclosure platform to include more elements 
of natural capital, such as freshwater, agricultural systems 
and biodiversity.  

As organizations look to rebalance their negative 
environmental impact, carbon credits are essential to 
offset hard-to-abate emissions and demonstrate an 
ongoing commitment to stakeholders in achieving net 
zero. These tokens represent a ton of climate-warming 
carbon dioxide that can be used to offset emissions and 
then traded on the international market. 

Increasingly, firms are utilizing carbon credits in 
nature-based solutions to make earlier, more ambitious 
commitments to carbon reduction by either preserving 
and managing existing ecosystems or creating new 
carbon sinks. Most commonly, these are forests, wetlands, 
oceans, or even agricultural land. However, the quality, 
characteristics, unit cost and integrity of the carbon 
credits are coming under greater scrutiny, which is 
creating a more competitive market.

Lower quality, more short-term credits, such as planting 
trees, can have a greater risk given that they may be 
vulnerable to deforestation or wildfires. In modeling 
future scenarios to 2050 of possible carbon credit market 
outcomes, a new report from EY’s Net Zero Center found 
that a rising demand, a race to quality and higher unit 
supply costs will make high-quality credits scarce and 
expensive across all outlooks. The volume of credits 
required globally is projected to increase at least 20-fold 
by 2035, increasing 30 to 40-fold from current levels. 
Credit prices could also rise from USD 25 to an estimated 
USD 80-150 per ton by 2035.

An example of a highly sought-after valuable carbon 
credit can be found in Gabon, which forms part of the 
Congo Basin—the world’s second-biggest tropical forest 
after the Amazon. Recognizing the need to divest from 
diminishing oil, Gabon aims to generate a sustainable 
income by protecting the ability of its forests to absorb 
carbon and reducing deforestation. “Preserving forests 
is almost a moral responsibility and a matter of national 
security. The Congo Basin forest sends rainfall to the 
Sahel, Ethiopia and beyond,” said Gabon’s Environment 
Minister, Lee White.

GLOBAL FRAMEWORK FOR 
MANAGING NATURE
The Secretariat of the UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) has released a new global biodiversity 
framework setting out 21 targets and 10 milestones 
proposed for 2030 in order to live in harmony with 
nature by 2050. Key targets include:

• Ensure that globally, at least 30% of land and sea 
areas are conserved through effectively and equitably 
managed, ecologically representative and well-
connected systems of protected areas.

• Prevent or reduce the rate of introduction and 
establishment of invasive alien species by 50%, and 
control or eradicate such species to eliminate or 
minimize their impacts.

• Reduce nutrients lost to the environment by at least 
half, pesticides by at least two-thirds and eliminate 
plastic waste discharge.

• Use ecosystem-based approaches to contribute 
to mitigation and adaptation to climate change, 
contributing at least 10 GtCO2e per year to mitigation, 
and ensure all efforts avoid negative impacts on 
biodiversity.

• Redirect, repurpose, reform or eliminate incentives 
harmful to biodiversity in a just and equitable way, 
reducing them by at least USD 500 billion annually.

“ Halting the loss of nature 
requires a shift away from 
prioritizing short-term 
material gains.” 
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In 2019, the Central African Forest Initiative 
(CAFI) announced a historic USD 150 million 
agreement between Gabon and Norway. In 
this 10-year deal, CAFI reports, “Gabon will 
be rewarded for reducing its greenhouse gas 
emissions from deforestation and degradation, 
and absorptions of carbon dioxide by natural 
forests.”

Gabon has an 88% covering of tropical 
rainforest and is planning to create the single 
largest issuance of 187 million carbon credits, 
almost half of which may be sold on the offsets 
market. According to Bloomberg, the number 
of carbon credits Gabon aims to sell on the 
market could be worth about USD 291 million 
(based on the average price for similar projects 
calculated by Allied Offsets.)

Biodiversity is fast gaining traction as a critical 
and valuable piece of the climate jigsaw. The 

interdependent relationship between climate 
change and natural capital puts biodiversity 
loss at a greater, more immediate risk that 
demands more impactful action to protect and 
enhance biodiversity. Recognizing that the 
value of carbon credits can be vastly different 
depending on the caliber of biodiversity, the 
quality of offsetting opportunities is now in 
the spotlight, and a rush is on to offset hard-to-
abate carbon use with enhanced value carbon 
credits. The demand increase means that high-
quality carbon credits are set to become scarce 
and expensive over the coming years. Further 
adding to this demand is the upcoming UN 
Biodiversity Conference (COP 15) from Dec. 5-7, 
2022 in Montreal, Canada. Governments from 
around the world will come together to agree 
on a new set of goals to guide global actions 
to protect and restore nature that will in turn 
focus the way nature is valued in political and 
economic decisions. 

Left: Gabon aims to 
generate a sustainable 
income by protecting 
the ability of its forests 
to absorb carbon and 
reducing deforestation 

Above: The planet’s 
unprecedented natural 
decline and accelerating 
species extinction rate 
requires urgent and  
global action
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Left: Located off the coast 
of Tanzania, the Thanda 
Island Villa on Shungimbili 
Island Marine Reserve is 
one of the world’s most 
exclusive island getaways 

Right: Owners of Thanda 
Island, Dan and Christin 
Olofsson are highly active 
in several conservation 
and community initiatives 
in the region
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FULFILLING AN 
ISLAND DREAM
 
Swedish tech-entrepreneur Dan Olofsson and his wife, 
Christin, own Thanda Island, an exclusive-use island available 
for private buyouts for 18 travelers off the coast of Tanzania. 
Advantage spoke with Dan about the responsibility of 
owning and managing an island in a marine reserve and his 
philanthropic commitment.
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You founded the Thanda Group 
back in 2002. What drew you 
to Africa in the first place? And 
what did you have in mind when 
starting this project? 
I read Ernest Hemingway’s books 
about Africa while I was in Sweden. 
The way he captured the adventure, 
nature and freedom—the quality of 
life as well as the poverty—was very 
moving for me. I thought that my 
wife Christin and I could establish 
an African home for our family and 
friends, a place of escape where we 
could enjoy our lives, protect nature 
and give back to make a difference in 
the lives of others.

Can you tell us about the creation 
of the Thanda Foundation 
and the Star for Life nonprofit 
organization? 
In early 2005, less than three years 
after establishing the private game 
reserve Thanda Safari, we were 
overwhelmed by the loss of key staff 
to AIDS. The stigma associated with 
the disease at the time meant that 
people did not talk about it. We wanted 
to see how we could change things, 
support our staff families, educate 
the community and inspire them to 
change their behavior, embrace their 
dreams and live healthy lives. This 
quest was all-consuming and resulted 
in establishing Stars for Life, an 
NGO dedicated to empowering young 
learners. We also created the Thanda 
Foundation Trust, drawing on our 
original philanthropic desire to see 
how we could uplift our neighboring 
communities.

In 2006, you set out to acquire 
a private-island counterpart to 
your safari lodge and settled on 
the Shungimbili Island Marine 
Reserve in Southern Tanzania 
(now known as Thanda Island). 
What challenges did you face 

when acquiring a long-term lease 
with Tanzania Marine Parks and 
transforming the island into a 
luxury getaway? What advice can 
you share with people interested 
in pursuing a similar project? 
We were looking for a private, 
exclusive-use island paradise and a 
getaway for our family and friends. 
Something remote yet easily accessible 
to the main infrastructure hub—a 
place of extreme beauty yet simple, 
unspoiled, authentic and safe, 
where we could enjoy the weather, 
the ocean and marine life away 
from the cold Swedish winter. Our 
greatest challenge was convincing 
the Tanzanian authorities that our 
intentions were sincere and that we 
were going to invest and develop the 
island. Our second-greatest challenge 
was negotiating an exclusive-use lease 
agreement on a marine reserve and 

island that was a natural treasure of 
Tanzania. We convinced them with the 
promise to establish a five-star world-
class destination that would provide 
revenue for the marine parks and 
benefit Tanzania as well as create jobs. 

My advice for people who wish to 
pursue such a venture is to find a local, 
dynamic and trustworthy point person 
in the jurisdiction where you intend to 
develop and operate, and to support 
that person to persevere no matter 
how long it takes to achieve the dream. 
In my case, my 20-year relationship 
with Pierre Delvaux—a South African 
who is our Thanda Group CEO 
and Managing Director of Thanda 
Tanzania Limited—meant that I could 
rely on having someone to get things 
done, as he knew the local language, 
people, culture, politics and history, 
and all the complexities of doing 
business in a foreign jurisdiction.
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What are the most significant 
successes to date in the 
conservation and rehabilitation 
projects on and around Thanda 
Island? 
When I first visited the island in 2006, 
I could hear occasional explosions 
out in the ocean. Fishermen were 
using explosives and dynamite to fish, 
destroying the coral reef. With no 
control or management of the marine 
reserve, the fish and marine life were 
being destroyed and depleted. Our 
greatest success was collaborating 
with Tanzania Marine Parks and 
Reserves to protect the coral reef 
and enforce the no-fishing zones 
and exclusive-access nature of the 
reserve. Over the years, all naturally 
occurring fish species returned to 
the coral reef, and endangered reef 
herons and turtles came back to 
nest on the island. Now, the marine 
reserve is a fish nursery for so many 
species. Our collaboration with local 
marine conservation NGOs to protect 
the natural resources and educate 
fishermen and the local population 
was also instrumental in changing 
attitudes. This made a huge difference 
and has achieved great results and 
success. 

Beyond conservation, you are also 
improving the lives of inhabitants 
of neighboring Mafia Island. Can 
you tell us about that new Star 
for Life program? How will it 
benefit local communities?
We have launched two local 
community initiatives on Mafia Island. 
One is DEVENT, a USD 200,000 
project that we are funding to identify, 
train and cultivate local entrepreneurs 
to create their own businesses on 
Mafia Island to empower themselves 
to advance as successful entrepreneurs 
and create jobs. The second is the 
establishment of the Star for Life 

project, which has been operating 
in multiple African countries since 
2005. A EUR 190,000 project has also 
been initiated by a Thanda Island 
guest from Germany and myself to 
impact the lives of learners from six 
schools. Some 500,000 learners have 
been through this program over the 
last 17 years. The Star for Life project 
has brought us a greater sense of 
accomplishment and purpose than any 
of my many business interests. When 
we see the positive-impact outcome 
and the happy, smiling faces of 
learners who go on to become the best 
that they can be, it gives both of us the 
greatest joy.

Has your sense of responsibility 
in owning and managing this 
space increased over the years?  
If so, in what way? 
Absolutely. The rewards of making 
a positive, meaningful difference in 
the lives of others is enormous. It has 
taught us valuable lessons of humility 
and a sense of deep responsibility 
and purpose. Our three children 
and 10 grandchildren have visited 
so many times that they regard this 
as their African home. They have 
learned to appreciate nature, people, 
simplicity and humility, and to value 
the experiences and lessons in life that 
Africa teaches us.

How can visitors to Thanda 
Island learn and participate in 
the well-being of the island and 
its Marine Reserve? Why do you 
think it is important for visitors 
to learn skills that help resolve 
environmental challenges? 
Our Marine Biologist, Rianne Van der 
Laan, is very committed to marine 
conservation and the rejuvenation 
of the coral reef. Guests can partake 
in a variety of activities with her that 
educate them on the importance 

of protecting marine diversity and 
the balance between fishermen, 
humankind and nature, ensuring 
sustainable fish harvesting and 
harmony between the environment 
and the needs of local communities. 
Visitors should be able to learn about 
this and experience the challenges 
first-hand to see how we are making 
a difference through education and 
partnerships with local NGOs and 
Marine Parks.

You have been involved in 
preservation and community 
projects for years. What aspects 
of your conservation effort 
particularly make your hearts 
swell? And what did you learn 
along the way?    
The rewards of seeing children’s 
smiling faces as they embrace life 
and the opportunities given to them, 
and seeing first-hand the positive 
impact that CSI projects and initiatives 
have on our staff and neighboring 
communities—all of this makes us 
so happy to see that we are making a 
meaningful difference in the lives of 
others who are not as privileged as we 
are. We are responsible for creating 
fish nurseries, the return of turtles to 
the island, as well as endangered birds 
and other fish species, which makes 
us feel so blessed, and we appreciate 
the opportunity to play our part. One 
of the keys to our success has been 
our local General Manager, Antigone 
Meda, who was born in Italy and grew 
up in Kenya. She is fluent in Swahili 
and has gained the respect of staff and 
communities on Mafia Island. She is 
the soul of the island and the driver of 
our success on the ground. We learned 
how to appreciate nature, that less 
is sometimes more, and that we can 
make a difference if we want to and 
encourage like-minded people to do 
the same. 

“ The rewards of making a positive, 
meaningful difference in the lives of 
others is enormous. It has taught us 
valuable lessons of humility and a sense 
of deep responsibility and purpose.” 
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EMBRAER TIP
Discover Thanda Island in Tanzania by 
flying to Julius Nyerere International 

Airport in Dar es Salaam. Those arriving 
in the Praetor family of aircraft can 

experience active turbulence reduction 
due to full fly-by-wire flight controls. 

Left: The Thanda Island 
Villa is a private and 
secluded retreat creating 
the ultimate island living 
experience with relaxed 
living and sleeping areas

Above: Thanda Island 
takes part in research 
and conservation projects, 
including the preservation 
and rehabilitation of the 
Shungimbili coral reef

Above: The Shungimbili 
Island Marine Reserve 
is home to five species 
of sea turtles in need of 
conservation programs to 
ensure their survival

Right: The Thanda Island 
team participates in a 
range of social upliftment 
programs on Mafia Island, 
which has approximately 
60,000 people
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A National Geographic Fellow 
and multiple New York Times 
bestselling Author, Dan Buettner 
has discovered five places in the 
world—dubbed “blue zones”—
where people are healthiest and 
live the longest. See more on 
pages 58-63.



DESIGN

IMITATION GAME 
For millennia, architects have tried to copy the 
genius forms of the natural world, and research 
shows that celebrating nature in our built 
environments is good for our well-being
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During the pandemic, British Designer Tom Dixon 
swapped his state-of-the-art showroom in central 
London for an abandoned greenhouse in the Sussex 

countryside—not because he wanted to take up gardening, 
but because he needed a place to work away from the 
family. The 1,000-square foot glass house was one of the 
many empty Victorian and industrial greenhouses around 
the south coast that once serviced the orchid business. “It 
was a luminous, spacious playground,” he recalled. And 
being there, surrounded by nature, led to a renewed burst 
of creativity.

“COVID-19 has made us all reimagine many facets of our 
lives, most notably how we relate to the idea of home,” said 
Jonathan Feldman, Founding Partner at San Francisco-
based Feldman Architecture. “Increasingly, we see the 
importance of biophilia, or connecting our living spaces 
to nature in an authentic way.”

Feldman is not talking about shipping in a Monstera and a 
few cacti. Natural materials, textures, patterns and colors, 
natural lighting and ventilation all help replicate the 
natural world and enhance our well-being. His Atherton 
Pavilions, a pair of structures for dining and meditation 
on a private property in California, sit humbly among 
majestic trees and “invite a sense of tranquility and calm 
into the occupant’s lives,” he explained. Gently placed 
among trees, the scaled-down pavilions adopted a natural 
palette to age and weather with grace. In a rural setting 
where the essentials of biophilic design—plants, water, 
fresh air, daylight—are already in situ, “it’s a question of 
less is more,” said Feldman. 

Left: Forming two 
accessory structures, the 
Atherton Pavilions are rich 
in detail and imagined by 
the owner to be part of 
the landscape

Above: Divided into two 
separate structures, the 
Mill Valley Cabins were 
placed between existing 
trees with minimal 
regrading of the site

Below: At the Mill Valley 
Cabins, the simple and 
modern interiors of the 
studios offer spaces for 
quiet reflection among 
the trees
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“Nature both inspires and refreshes us,” he added, 
referring to his Mill Valley Cabins—two hobby pavilions 
for a retired couple living in Mill Valley, California. One is 
an avid artist, the other a gardener and yoga enthusiast, 
and each cabin caters to their needs. A planted roof on one 
provides a canvas for the client’s love of gardening. It also 
plays an essential role in stormwater management and 
erosion prevention. “We believe in connecting intimately 
to the site, framing views with architecture and creating 
spaces in which our clients can commune with nature,” 
said Feldman. “A successful project does all the above 
while being sensitive to the site’s beauty and natural 
resources.”

Seattle-based Architect Stuart Silk agrees: “Architecture 
is not complete without the presence of nature and a 
thoughtfully designed garden to complement it. Likewise 
a well-designed garden informs and completes the 
architectural experience.” The Hidden Cove Residence 
on the shores of Lake Washington, Seattle, does both. 
Designed by Stuart Silk Architects in conjunction with 
landscape architecture firm Land Morphology, the 
house is horizontal, richly tactile, creatively detailed, 
craft centric, rhythmic, and features a garden designed 
around the owner’s highly prized collection of plants 
and Bonsai trees. For them, the garden was as important 
as the home. “It was designed and organized to feature 
these magnificent specimens,” noted Landscape Designer 
Richard Hartlage. 

Left: At the Hidden 
Cove Residence, Stuart 
Silk Architects designed 
the house to surround 
the garden, creating a 
sanctuary-like experience

Below: Floor-to-ceiling 
glass was used extensively 
throughout the home to 
frame each unique view of 
the garden like a painting
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The couple admires the serenity and beauty of Japanese 
gardens, and in response, Silk conjured a series of 
connected pavilions that ringed the perimeter of the 
property so that the home could encircle and embrace 
the garden. In this way, the garden is linked to nearly 
every room. Floor-to-ceiling windows and doors enhance 
proximity to nature. 

Biophilic, biomimetic or biomorphic design—call it what 
you will—has been around for centuries, as Hartlage 
pointed out. “We have always conjured idealized versions 
of our connection to nature; take the simplicity of a 
Japanese garden, almost like a haiku, or gardens in the 
U.K. where ‘rewilding’ is now the thing.” And throughout 
history, we have sought to mimic the forms of the natural 
world—the Fibonacci sequence that mirrors the spiral of 
the sunflower, the vines and tendrils of the Art Deco era 
and the hexagons of the honey bee, carved in concrete by 
the modernists.  

For Hartlage, working with gardens is also an opportunity 
to address biodiversity and sustainability. Nowhere has he 
demonstrated this more beautifully than at InSitu, a 16-
acre garden in Redding, Connecticut. He spent eight years 
re-cultivating meadows and reintroducing native species 
(these now make up 75% of the planting) and used local 
materials to create a series of garden rooms, an outdoor 
kitchen, water features, arbors, portals, terraces, and 
walks. It is hailed as one of Connecticut’s finest gardens, 
a meticulous study in the restoration of both the site and 
the mind. 

“Nature teaches us how to design efficiently and 
beautifully,” said Feldman. Maybe we should listen to it 
more.  

“ We believe in connecting 
intimately to the site, framing 
views with architecture and 
creating spaces in which our 
clients can commune with 
nature.” 

Above: Landscape Designer 
Richard Hartlage, spent 
eight years re-cultivating 
meadows and reintroducing 
native species to create 
InSitu

Left: One of Connecticut’s 
finest gardens, InSitu 
integrates landscape 
structures, rich plantings 
and art to create a 
spiritually and emotionally 
inspiring garden
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As a prolific composer, Ricardo Araújo 
is known for his classical music career, 
where he made his debut at 12 years 

old for the Brussels’ Royal Conservatoire 
Orchestra for the first time. By 17, he was the 
Second Music Director of the Colombian 
National Symphony Orchestra. Since then, his 
illustrious career has seen him conduct at the 
Paris Opera House Orchestra, the Bamberg 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Dresden’s Sta-
atskapelle Orchestra, and he was the first 
Colombian conductor invited to conduct 
in the famous Great Hall of the Moscow 
Conservatoire.

Being exposed to the wonder of the music and 
art worlds from such a young age propelled 
Araújo into a unique position of influence, and 
his access to people, places and experience 
remains unsurpassed. Like his music, Araújo’s 

foray into travel has highlighted his ability to 
craft, create and compose with passion and 
notable execution. “I have been in that world. 
I know what art means. And in the general 
sense, not just music. As a composer, you 
are also involved with painters and writers,” 
commented Araújo. 

In 2016, Columbian-born Araújo founded 
Ariodante, an experiential travel club that 
creates hyper-elite travel masterpieces. 
Tapped by global leaders and royal families 
to devise ultra-exclusive travel experiences 
inaccessible to the public, this really is the 
place where dreams come true. By accessing 
“the world’s cultural jewels,” uncharted 
destinations and places never previously 
opened to the public, Ariodante’s dream 
makers design travel experiences founded on 
the client’s passions, crafting these apparent 

Above: From painting 
and sculpture to theatre 
and music, Ariodante 
takes clients on journeys 
to discover the greatest 
masterpieces ever created
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LIFE’S GREATEST JOURNEYS
 
Like his music, Ricardo Araújo composes the finer things in life to design travel 
journeys that immerse guests in the world’s most exclusive experiences and 
extraordinary places imaginable
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fantasies into masterpieces of the most spectacular kind. 
Opening a world of possibilities up to its clients, Ariodante 
has accomplished astonishing feats, from life-changing 
sabbaticals in Africa for the great migration, historical 
adventures, and possibly the most extraordinary of them 
all: a 10-day journey to the International Space Station 
(ISS). 

When asked about the creation of Ariodante, Araújo refers 
to it in jest as an “accident.” Or perhaps it was fate that 
Araújo’s reputation would lead him from one masterpiece 
to another. During a stint in London, Araújo was contracted 
to develop a program to teach music live on Soho Radio. 
Soon after, Araújo was taking people to concerts sharing 
his passion for music. But, it wasn’t until he established 
a connection with a couple from the U.S. that Ariodante 
was envisioned. Araújo took the pair to the Royal Opera 
House and arranged for a backstage experience. “It was 
like being with some friends and showing them the opera 
in a way that the theatre was alive. I was sharing my 
passion, and they loved it,” he said. Before long, word of 
Araújo’s personalized gesture at the Royal Opera House 
spread, and the phone started ringing. With each request, 
Araújo raised the bar, offering new locations, regions and 
countries.

“ For me, a memorable experience 
is about adding something 
meaningful and emotional. 
My experiences will stay with 
you forever; it’s an everlasting 
memory.” 

Left: Ariodante’s “Beyond 
Picasso” experience was 
created for a couple of art 
collectors who love and 
own several Picassos

Above: Picasso’s “Portrait 
of Jacqueline in a Straw 
Hat,” 1962, is a cubist 
and iconic linoleum cut 
portraying his second wife
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CULTURE

Ariodante is not a travel concierge; instead, 
Araújo and his team uncover a client’s 
passions and personal interests and think 
beyond preconceived notions of luxury to 
create niche journeys that many deem to be out 
of reach. “How can you call something bespoke 
you haven’t created from scratch?” remarked 
Araújo, challenging the idea of commercial 
luxury offerings in the travel market. For 
him, crafting travel is much like composing 
music: it takes time. Every thought seeks to 
evoke a feeling or realization of a dream for 
the traveler. Digging deep, Araújo has a knack 
for extracting tidbits of information from his 
clients during the initial phases of planning. 
Something as simple as a fond childhood 
memory can ignite the inspiration for a trip 
that surpasses all expectations. Imbuing 
this human element resonates with his elite 
clientele. “For me, a memorable experience 
is about adding something meaningful and 

emotional. My experiences will stay with 
you forever; it’s an everlasting memory,” 
shared Araújo, whose approach has garnered 
attention globally for his ability to make the 
impossible possible. 

As an artist himself, Araújo recognizes 
the value of rarity and brings his artistic 
sensitivity into everything he does to engage 
his clients in the historical and cultural 
aspects of the experience. Recently, he created 
a journey specifically for a group of influential 
art collectors who own several Picassos. 
Exploring the life of Pablo Picasso, Ariodante’s 
“Beyond Picasso” experience enthralled guests 
with a trip to discover Picasso’s life, work and 
influences as the most significant artist of 
the 20th century. “You need to bring the right 
people for the experience,” shared Araújo. 
Beginning in Paris, the tour explored the Blue 
and Rose Period, the African and Primitivism, 

Below (left): Ariodante’s 
dream makers uncover 
a client’s passions and 
personal interests to  
create the most 
outstanding journeys

Below (right): Exploring 
the Italian Renaissance, 
clients were taken for a 
private visit to the Louvre 
in Paris where a refined 
and memorable dining 
experience awaited

Right page: In April 2024, 
Ariodante will take an 
adventurous dream chaser 
to drive where no one has 
ever driven and discover 
the northernmost island 
on our planet
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and Cubism, before unveiling the pièce de resistance, a 
lunch in Paris with a member of Picasso’s family in the 
ballroom where he married ballerina Olga Khokhlova. 
“And that’s what makes the experience meaningful; that’s 
how you get to see Picasso’s work in a different way,” he 
noted.

Whether clients wish to follow the footsteps of the 
conquistadors through Portugal and Spain; exhume and 
clean a mommy in a museum; sleep on top of the Arc de 
Triomph, or pioneer an adventure to discover the largest 
cave on Earth—yes, all are trips Araújo has created— 
Ariodante’s experiences have a common thread: every 
journey has a positive and tangible impact. With the 
company’s Green Initiative, Ariodante offsets each trip 
by 200%. “I am counting the private jet, the cars, but also 
all the carbon of the trips included in the preparation 
of the trip,” explained Araújo, who purposefully builds 
itineraries to avoid unnecessary consumption and produce 
less waste. From each experience, a financial contribution 
is made to benefit cultural, education or humanitarian 
organizations, but in a way that creates a meaningful 
attachment for his client.   

ARIODANTE’S IMMERSIVE ADVENTURES

An Expedition to Make History
Departing in April 2024, one expeditionist will drive to 
the Earth’s most northern land point in a world-record-
breaking journey by Ariodante. Driving a purpose-built 
hybrid vehicle through Greenland’s remote wilderness to 
reach the Geographic North Pole, you’ll be accompanied by 
a crew of 22 scientists and a videographer to capture the 
never-been-done-before human feat. Before undertaking 
this epic journey, you’ll receive polar survival training and a 
10-day extreme driving course in Iceland. To begin, you and 
your family will dine among the world’s greatest explorers at 
London’s National History Museum before heading north to 
enjoy a private tour of Svalbard’s Global Seed Vault. When 
your mission is complete, your loved ones will be waiting 
onboard a super yacht to celebrate your triumph.

A Journey Back in Time
Ariodante unveils “Murder at Sea,” a 1920s murder mystery 
cruise setting sail in May 2023. Onboard a 1920s steamship, 
just 26 guests will embark on this luxurious and mysterious 
cruise on the Mediterranean Sea, inspired by Agatha 
Christie’s thrilling tales of crime and suspense. Relive the 
Roaring ’20s with a four-day costumes experience in Paris 
to create your 1920s wardrobe before departing from a 
secret location. For four days, you’ll revel in old-world glamor, 
complete with a 1920 gastronomic experience with a trio 
of renowned three Michelin-starred chefs, flowing vintage 
Champagne and even a Charleston party, all while cruising 
past some of Italy’s most idyllic coastlines.

To learn more, visit: ariodantetravel.comIM
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SPOTLIGHT

AN UNRIVALED 
MEDEVAC SOLUTION
With Embraer’s award-winning Services & Support organization, 
customers can now retrofit their Phenom 300 into a purpose-built 
Medevac with confidence

“ With the Phenom 300MED conversion, our 
aircraft can transition from a passenger cabin 
interior to Medevac in a matter of hours, 
allowing for maximum operational efficiency.” 
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Embraer’s Medevac, the Phenom 300MED, 
is the finest, most comprehensive Medevac 
solution available today. Based on the best-
selling light jet for 10 years running, the 
Phenom 300MED features best-in-class cabin 
altitude, the fastest speed and the longest 
range in its category. Not to mention its high 
mission flexibility, low operating cost and best 
residual value in its class.

Created in partnership with umlaut and 
Aerolite, the Phenom 300MED is a purpose-
built Medevac solution designed to provide 
crucial air transportation for both civil and 
government applications. It can be quickly and 
easily configured to meet the various needs 
of both healthcare providers and patients by 
featuring one or two stretchers, as well as the 
ability to carry an incubator and additional 
medical equipment. 

For those looking to retrofit their Phenom 300 
series passenger cabin interior to a Medevac, 
the Phenom 300MED supplemental type 
certificate (STC) is now available and will 

be installed by Embraer’s award-winning 
Services & Support organization. This ensures 
the highest quality, reliability and service 
experience, direct from the manufacturer.

In 2021, Embraer announced it had signed 
a contract with GrandView Aviation for 
a Phenom 300MED STC conversion. The 
aircraft’s conversion is underway at Embraer’s 
Service Center in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
and will be operated by on-demand charter 
operator GrandView Aviation.

“We originally selected the Phenom 300 as our 
national fleet platform due to its flexibility 
and high utilization reliability. With the 
Phenom 300MED conversion, our aircraft can 
transition from a passenger cabin interior to 
Medevac in a matter of hours, allowing for 
maximum operational efficiency,” said Jessie 
Naor, Chief Operating Officer at GrandView 
Aviation. 

To learn more about this STC, please visit: 
services.embraer.com

Left: Based on the best-selling 
light jet for 10 years running, 
the Phenom 300MED features 
best-in-class cabin altitude, the 
fastest speed and the longest 
range in its category

Above: The Phenom 300MED 
is a purpose-built Medevac 
solution designed to provide 
crucial air transportation for 
both civil and government 
applications



PHOTOGRAPHY

Synonymous with purpose, health and vitality, the 
world’s blue zones have captured the curiosity of 
photographers and journalists for decades. National 

Geographic Fellow, explorer, and best-selling Author 
Dan Buettner is renowned for identifying the Earth’s 
blue zones and spent over two decades alongside medical 
researchers, anthropologists and demographers to un-
cover the secrets of centenarians living and thriving in 
Sardinia, Italy; Okinawa, Japan; Nicoya, Costa Rica; Ikaria, 
Greece; and Loma Linda, California.

David McLain’s prominent career as a National Geographic 
Photographer highlights the power of visual storytelling.  
In 2004, McLain joined Dan Buettner on an assignment 
to discover the world’s oldest, healthiest people. Exploring 
cultures of longevity, the cover story was illustrated with 
a series of aspirational images of people in their twilight 
years living within blue zones. Written by Buettner, “The 
Secrets of Long Life” became one of the best-selling 
National Geographic magazines. The duo’s collaboration 
continues today with the recent publication of The New 
York Times best-selling cookbook: “Blue Zones Kitchen,” 
with the much-anticipated sequel set for release in 
December 2022, titled “The Blue Zones American 
Kitchen: 100 Recipes to Live to 100.” Based in the 
U.S., Filmmaker McLain is also a founding member of 
Sony’s Artisans of Imagery program and represents 
Changemaker Talent as a thought leader.

Italian-born Photographer and Videographer Gianluca 
Colla is known for his strong and vibrant imagery, 
published by National Geographic Magazine, Condé Nast 
Traveler, The New York Times, and The Washington Post. 
Covering landscape, wildlife and portraiture photography, 
Colla’s recent work includes a notable portfolio of color 
images capturing the longest-living centenarians in the 
world. In his series “Longevity Secrets,” Colla explores the 
lives of senior citizens in the Earth’s blue zones to show 
the connection between longer life, health and habits in 
some of the most exceptional regions on the planet. 
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The shared secrets of centenarians 
living in the Earth’s blue zones have 
intrigued the world as prominent 

photographers seek to illustrate the 
essence of longevity



In Greece, the longest-lived 
Ikarians exercise mindlessly 
by just gardening, walking 
to their neighbors house or 
doing their own yard work
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Ikaria, Greece

Above: Studies have  
shown that people who 
nap regularly, like Ikarians, 
have up to 35% lower 
chances of dying from 
heart disease

Below (left): Fostering 
social connections has 
been shown to benefit 
the overall health and 
longevity of Ikarian 
community members

Below (right): Ikarians 
eat a variation of the 
Mediterranean diet, with 
lots of fruits, vegetables, 
whole grains, beans, 
potatoes, and olive oil
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Nicoya,  
Costa Rica

Above (left): For most of their 
lives, Nicoyan centenarians 
ate a traditional light dinner 
early in the evening, including 
squash, corn and beans

Above (right): Nicoyans have 
regular sun exposure, which 
helps their bodies produce 
vitamin D for strong bones 
and healthy body function

Left: Centenarians from 
Nicoya seem to have enjoyed 
physical work all their lives, 
and they find joy in everyday 
physical chores
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Okinawa, Japan

Above (left): Okinawans’ 
purpose-imbued lives 
give them clear roles of 
responsibility and feelings of 
being needed well into their 
100s

Above (right): For most 
of their lives, Okinawan 
centenarians have eaten a 
nutrient-rich plant-based diet, 
including stir-fried vegetables, 
sweet potatoes and tofu 

Left: By forming a moai, 
Okinawans benefit from 
stress-shedding security and 
are assured by the support of 
their community members 
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Sardinia, Italy
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Left: Like Sardinian 
shepherds, walking five miles 
daily provides cardiovascular 
benefits and positively affects 
muscle and bone metabolism

Below (right): As shown in 
Sardinia, people who live in 
strong, healthy families suffer 
lower rates of depression, 
suicide and stress

Below (left): Sardinian 
Cannonau wine is attributed 
to lower stress levels, with 
two or three times the level of 
artery-scrubbing flavonoids as 
other wines
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A FLIGHT PLAN 
FOR THE FUTURE
The Embraer Foundation proudly supports organizations 
prioritizing diversity and inclusion in aviation and aerospace 
by planting seeds of inspiration with youth

Every industry is dealing with its own unique challenges 
as a result of the global COVID-19 pandemic. For instance, 
in some areas of aviation and aerospace, the recovery of 
operations to pre-pandemic levels is hindered by shortages 
in STEM talent. Among the contributing factors are early 
retirement, unanticipated career transitions and limited 
representation of females and people of diverse racial 
backgrounds in the workforce pipeline.  

As a global industry of dedicated and passionate 
professionals, we each have our own story of what 
introduced us to the field of aviation. Many have been 
inspired by organizations that are stepping up to engage  
youth from all backgrounds in hopes of lighting that 
initial spark into a world of boundless opportunities. 

THE AVIATION COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Navy Veteran and Executive Director of the Aviation 
Community Foundation (ACF), Kenneth Morris, works 
tirelessly to build aviation education programs that attract 
students and young professionals who traditionally 
have limited access to the industry. At heart, their goal 
is to tap an often-overlooked talent pool and provide 
the necessary exposure to create a more dynamic and 
productive workforce. Through transformational pro-
jects and experiences, they provide quality, hands-on 
STEM education not found in the traditional classroom 
environment. For professionals, the ACF has created a 
network of resources to address industry challenges and 
accelerate collaboration opportunities. For students, the 
ACF is working to motivate and inform underrepresented 
groups of young people about the many rewarding career 
prospects available in aviation. 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

 
Remarkably dedicated, the ACF has a mission to help 
young people establish a career pathway throughout high 
school and college and prepare them to join the aviation 
industry as experienced and well-prepared new hires. W
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THE 99TH SQUADRON

The old adage, “you can’t be what you can’t see,” inspired a 
passionate engineer named Ramone Hemphill to develop 
the next generation of aviators by establishing The 99th 
Squadron. 

The historical namesake of The 99th Squadron, the 
Tuskegee Airmen, were a talented group of African 
American pilots who fought in WWII as fighter pilots, 
bombers and navigators. Its Founder, Hemphill, is a 
Pilot and an Avionics System Engineer with experience 
developing flight displays, transponders and other 
systems around navigation. This expertise makes him an 
apt instructor in understanding flight instruments, air 
traffic control, and hands-on flight planning. He is also 
an ideal role model for the youth participating in The 99th 
Squadron outreach programs.

The 99th Squadron was established as a free youth 
ground school that introduces all the major topics 
that pilots study to obtain their initial certifications. 
During the five-week program, students attend one-hour 
Saturday classes, followed by homework and a mid-week 
30-minute virtual review. After graduation, students 
get a free discovery flight, become part of an ongoing 
pipeline to other local STEM organizations, and gain 
access to local industry facilities and aviation events. 
 

EXPERIENCE AVIATION

Captain Barrington Irving, the youngest person and the 
first African American Pilot to fly solo around the world, 
is the Founder of Experience Aviation. As a teenager, 
Irving thought football was his future. Then, he met 
an experienced airline pilot who looked like him, who 
provided mentorship that helped Irving find his calling to 
fly, explore the world and share his passion with others.

With funding from the Embraer Foundation, Experience 
Aviation implemented a one-of-a-kind aircraft restoration 
project designed for students through a 15-week hybrid 
academy. Educators challenged them to restore an 
operable four-seater single-engine aircraft. During the 
building process, students utilized STEM principles and 
specialized tools, learning about theory, troubleshooting, 
safety elements, and applying knowledge in a real-world 
environment. Other activities included learning to fly 
using a full-motion Redbird Simulator and exploring 
science experiments based on the adventures of Captain 
Irving from around the world.

The aviation field is a community of professionals, like 
Kenneth Morris, Ramone Hemphill and Barrington Irving,  
who thrive when given the opportunity. “They approach 
the industry’s greatest workforce pipeline challenges 
with creativity, inspiration and heart. Embraer and the 
Embraer Foundation are happy to support their vision, 
tenacity and dedication to inspiring future leaders in 
aviation and beyond,” shared Monica Newman McCluney, 
Head of Corporate Social Responsibility at Embraer 
Foundation.  W
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VALUES

EMBRAER 
COMMITMENTS

Learn more about the new ESG targets  
at the heart of Embraer’s purpose

Embraer and Raízen signed a Letter of Intent 
with a commitment to stimulate the development 
of the sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) production 
ecosystem, reinforcing the sustainability agenda of 
both companies. 

Among all intentions, Embraer will become the 
first aircraft manufacturer to use SAF, which 
may be distributed by Raízen, a global leader in 
bioenergy. This initiative benefits the air transport 

industry worldwide, and the use of this technology 
is a fundamental part of Embraer’s strategy to 
neutralize the carbon footprint of its operations 
by 2040 as more than 60% of emissions in the 
company’s operations (scope 1) arise from the use 
of aviation fuel in tests and production flights. 

The expectation is that Raízen will help Embraer 
reach the goal of having SAF blends representing 
100% of its fuel consumption in Brazil by 2030. 
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MOMENTS

CUSTOMERS TAKING FLIGHT
In an ever-evolving world, Embraer Executive Jets continue to lead 

the way with an industry-leading portfolio that serves a global 
customer base. A plane spotter captured this photo of an  

Embraer jet in motion.

© Kristian Moffett



FLEET

BUSINESS JET 
PORTFOLIO

Embraer is creating tomorrow’s world of bespoke private air travel today, 
utilizing industry-leading innovation, design and technology—all the 

while incorporating sustainable and socially responsible practices. As a 
global company with more than 50 years in aerospace, Embraer delivers 

the ultimate experience in business aviation through aircraft that feature 
disruptive performance, technology and comfort. Its portfolio consists 
of the Phenom 100EV, which offers the business aviation experience 

in its purest form; the Phenom 300E, which is the best-selling light jet 
for the past ten consecutive years; and the Praetor 500 and the Praetor 
600, which with best-in-class flight range, are the most disruptive and 

technologically advanced midsize and super-midsize business jets, capable 
of continent-crossing and ocean-spanning missions, respectively.

1,600
AIRCRAFT

More than

Operations in more than

70 COUNTRIES
Maker of the world’s

best-selling light business jet for

10 CONSECUTIVE YEARS

Every day, Embraer business aircraft operate around the globe, supported by a strong, 
responsive customer support network that’s top-ranked in service across the industry. 

For more information, visit: executive.embraer.com
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The Phenom 100EV is the perfect distillation of the 
private jet experience—an entry-level aircraft completely 
designed in the 21st century to offer the most comfort 
and convenience to the modern business leader. 

Occupants: 6/8
Range (4 pax, NBAA reserves): 1,178 nm
High-Speed Cruise: 406 ktas
MMO: M 0.70

The best-selling light jet for the last decade, the 
Phenom 300E combines best-in-class speed and 
range with innovative technology and uncompromising 
comfort to achieve the highest residual value in the 
industry.

Occupants: 8/11
Range (5 pax, NBAA reserves): 2,010 nm
High-Speed Cruise: 464 ktas
MMO: M 0.80

The world’s fastest and furthest-flying midsize jet is 
built to break boundaries and defy convention with 
class-exclusive technology, best-in-class performance 
and unprecedented comfort on continental flights. 

Crew + Standard Pax/Max. Pax: 2+7/9
Range (4 pax, NBAA reserves): 3,340 nm
High-Speed Cruise: 466 ktas
MMO: M 0.83

The Praetor 600 breaks the mold of what a super-
midsize jet can do, offering class-exclusive technology, 
best-in-class range and unprecedented comfort on 
intercontinental flights.  

Crew + Standard Pax/Max. Pax: 2+8/12
Range (4 pax, NBAA reserves): 4,018 nm
High-Speed Cruise: 466 ktas
MMO: M 0.83

Use your phone’s camera 
to scan the QR code to 
configure your own jet
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AMERICA

 AUGUSTA, GA 
 BATTLE CREEK, MI 
 BELGRADE, MT
 BOISE, ID
 CHATTANOOGA, TN
 CLEVELAND, OH
  DALLAS, TX 
 EAST ALTON, IL

   FORT 
LAUDERDALE
EMBRAER 
NORTH AMERICA 
HEADQUARTERS
 

  GRAND JUNCTION, 
CO

 GREENVILLE, SC
 HAYWARD, CA
 HILLSBORO, OR
  HOUSTON, TX 

(George Bush & Hobby 
Airports)

 INDIANAPOLIS, IN
  LAS VEGAS, NV
 LINCOLN, NE
 LOS ANGELES, CA
 LOUISVILLE, KY 
 MESA, AZ
     MELBOURNE
 NAPLES, FL
 PROVO, UT
 RONKONKOMA, NY
 SANFORD, FL
 ST LOUIS, MO
 TITUSVILLE, FL
 TRENTON, NJ
 VAN NUYS, CA

 WICHITA, KS

VENEZUELA
 CARACAS
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SALES TEAM

Europe, Africa, Middle East

Peter Griffith 

Regional Vice President - Europe, Russia, Asian 

Pacific, Africa, CIS, Middle East  

peter.griffith@embraer.fr | + 44 7881 503645 

Locations: Middle East & Africa

Pana Poulios 

pana.poulios@embraer.fr | +49 172 851 9999 

Locations: Albania, Austria, Bosnia, Bulgaria, 

Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Germany, Greece, 

Hungary, Israel, Kosovo, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Serbia, 

Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Turkey

Craig Lammiman 

craig.lammiman@embraer.fr | +44 7557 688321 

Locations: Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, 

Greenland, Iceland, Ireland, Norway, Saint Helenda, 

Svalbard and Jan Mayen, Sweden, United Kingdom 

Pedro Paiva 

pedro.paiva@nl.embraer.com | +31 6 23 81 52 10 

Locations: Belgium, France, Italy, Malta, Monaco, 

Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland

Nikolay Goloviznin 

nikolay.goloviznin@embraer.fr | +7 903 799 60 34 

Locations: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 

Ukraine, Uzbekistan 

 

Latin America

Augusto Rocha 

augusto.rocha@embraer.com.br | +55 11 98152 7905 

Locations: Brazil (states: AL, BA, CE, ES, MA, MG, 

PB, PE, PI, RJ, RN, SE, SP (DDD codes 11, 12, 14, 15, 16)

Ricardo Silva 

silva.ricardo@embraer.com.br | +55 11 9 8455 2545 

Locations: Brazil (states: AC, AM, AP, DF, GO, MS, 

MT, PA, PR, RO, RR, RS, SC, SP (DDD codes 11, 13, 17, 

18, 19) and TO)

Cori Lima 

cori.lima@embraer.com | (321) 419-8529 

Locations: Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama

Fleet & Special Missions
 

Mark VanZwoll 

mark.vanzwoll@embraer.com | (321) 361-7231 

Vice President of Fleet and Special Missions Sales 

 

North America

Timon Huber 

thuber@embraer.com | (954) 648-3217 

Locations: Florida and the Caribbean Islands

Chad Williams 

chad.williams@embraer.com | (770) 235-8477 

Locations: Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, 

Mississippi, Ohio, Tennessee 

Michael Van Dyke 

michael.vandyke@embraer.com | (321) 312-7551 

Locations: Connecticut, Maine, Maryland, New 

Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 

Rhode Island, Virginia, Vermont, Washington, D.C.

Allan Gray 

allan.gray@embraer.com | (321) 272-3439 

Locations: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 

Minnesota, Missouri, Wisconsin 

Greg Weldele 

gregory.weldele@embraer.com | (321) 272-1913 

Locations: Louisiana, Texas

 

Doug Giese 

doug.giese@embraer.com | (310) 699-7891 

Locations: Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada

 

Erik Norburg 

erik.norburg@embraer.com | (321) 499-0852 

Locations: Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico, 

Oklahoma, Utah

William ‘Cody’ Murphy 

cody.murphy@embraer.com | (321) 412-7685 

Locations: Alaska, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, 

Nebraska, Oregon, South Dakota, Washington, 

Wyoming, Canada

Taylor Richards 

taylor.richards@embraer.com | (321) 405-9362 

Locations: Arkansas, North Carolina, South 

Carolina, West Virginia

Asian Pacific & Australia

David Taylor 

david.taylor@sin.embraer.com | +61 414689471 

Locations: Asian Pacific, Australia 

Use your phone’s 
camera to scan the  
QR code to contact us



© 2020 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic laws at all times. European model shown. Some options may not be available in the U.S.

Porsche Exclusive Manufaktur.
Your inspiration. Our Passion.
Please visit these Exclusive Manufaktur Partners to transform your ideas  
and personality to the vehicle—and thus make a Porsche “your” Porsche.

Made in Germany, designed by you.

ARIZONA
Porsche North Scottsdale
Phoenix, AZ

CALIFORNIA
Porsche Marin
Mill Valley, CA

Porsche San Diego
San Diego, CA

Porsche South Bay
Hawthorne, CA

COLORADO
Stevinson Imports
Littleton, CO

FLORIDA
Champion Porsche
Pompano Beach, FL

Porsche West Palm Beach
W. Palm Beach, FL

The Collection
Coral Gables, FL

GEORGIA
Hennessy Porsche  
North Atlanta
Roswell, GA

ILLINOIS
Napleton Westmont 
Porsche
Westmont, IL

The Porsche Exchange
Highland Park, IL

MINNESOTA
Porsche Minneapolis
Minneapolis, MN

MISSOURI
Porsche St. Louis
St. Louis, MO

NEVADA
Gaudin Porsche of  
Las Vegas
Las Vegas, NV

NEW YORK
Manhattan Motorcars
New York, NY

Porsche Gold Coast
Jericho, NY

Porsche South Shore
Freeport, NY

OREGON
Porsche Beaverton
Beaverton, OR

TENNESSEE
Porsche of Nashville
Nashville, TN

TEXAS
Park Place Porsche
Dallas, TX

Porsche North Houston
Houston, TX

UTAH
Porsche Salt Lake City
Salt Lake City, UT

WASHINGTON
Porsche Bellevue
Bellevue, WA



844.436.8200  \  info@globaljetcapital.com  \  globaljetcapital.com 

From operating costs to tax implications, few business assets are as unique as an aircraft.
Which is why it make sense to work with a financing partner who focuses exclusively on business aviation. Global Jet Capital 
brings decades of collective experience—and thousands of aircraft transactions—to the business of business aviation. So, 
whether you’re acquiring your first Embraer aircraft, adding to your fleet, or considering an upgrade, you can count on a 
simple, straightforward process and a customized solution that meets your needs. Simple.

 \ BUSINESS AVIATION SIMPLIFIED.

LEASING & LENDING SOLUTIONS    HONG KONG  \  NEW YORK  \  ZURICH

WHEN BUSINESS AIRCRAFT FINANCING  
IS ALL YOU DO, EXPERTISE FOLLOWS.

EM
BRAER Q

U
ARTERLY

VO
L 17  

  2022

Nature Without Borders
Restoring habitats through 

meaningful nature-based tourism

An Unrivaled Medevac Solution
The Phenom 300MED leads in 

Medevac configuration

Rules Of Longevity 
High-impact Blue Zones Projects 

transforming lives
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Live Unconventionally




